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Luke 10:17-20 

THE ANGELS ARE OUR ALLIES IN THE WAR AGAINST SATAN! 

 

 

 You are engaged in a war, a war for your very soul!  It is very deadly and serious.  The Apostle Paul tells us, “Our 

struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark 

world against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms.”  Whether you are aware of it or not, there is always an 

angelic/demonic conflict that never ceases in this sinful world.  The apostle John says in Revelation: “The great dragon 

was hurled down – that ancient serpent called the devil, or Satan, who leads the whole world astray.  He was hurled to 

the earth, and his angels with him.”  Jesus summed it up when his apostles returned form preaching the Gospel in his 

name: “I saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven!” 

  

 So, what’s up with this warfare that involves not only us, but also the angels of God and Satan and his angels?  

The word angel means messenger.  Angels are God’s messengers who do not have a physical body. As God’s 

messengers, they do not employ the latest technology or sophisticated weapons in their arsenal.  They don’t fight 

battles like the ones we see in Star Wars or Star Trek.  There are no light sabers, photon torpedoes, or phasers.  In fact, 

the weapons they use in the real battle for our souls don’t seem nearly as flashy and spectacular as the ones that 

Hollywood can manufacture for a movie. 

 

 The truth is that the weapons of the angels appear to be downright dull.  The truth is that you have already used 

some of those weapons this morning in the liturgy.  The weapons in the battle between heaven and hell, between life 

and death, are words.  God’s messengers speak words.  Satan and his messengers speak words.  And the battle is on! 

 

 Think about that!  There is nothing more than words flying back and forth between good and evil, between 

demonic and angelic forces.  Satan speaks lies, deceptions, and half-truths.  He launches word after word to mislead and 

misinform.  “There are other ways to heaven than through Jesus.  You don’t have to go to church to be a good Christian.  

You don’t really have to love your enemies.  Why would you?  Look what they do to you.  Don’t be content with what 

you have.  God hasn’t been fair to you.  The Ten Commandments really don’t apply to our day!”  He is going to try to 

deceive you with words: strong words, sweet words, seductive words, sincere words, soothing words.  Satan is a master 

of words and the father of lies.  Lying is his native language.  His weapons are words that sound so good to our sinful 

flesh.  We want to believe him so badly! 

 

 On the other hand, angels, God’s messengers, speak words of truth.  They proclaim word after word about the 

Word made flesh who the way, the truth, and the life.  It is God’s intent to save you with words about the Word.  Jesus 

said, “Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will never pass away.” He also said, “Whoever loves me abides in 

my word,” and “Whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me has eternal life.” 

 

 Yesterday was the Festival of St. Michael and All Angels.  You probably didn’t hear about it on the news.  We are 

so busy hearing about political issues that also involve truth and lies.  We don’t know who to believe any more.  We 

need to remember that there is truth and that there are lies and who is speaking.  We celebrate this morning God’s gifts 

of his holy angels and we remember that THE ANGELS ARE OUR ALLIES IN THE WAR AGAINST SATAN!  The weapons of 

the real angels are words about the Word made flesh. 



 

 I say real angels because there are all kinds of goofy ideas about angels floating around out there.  There are all 

kinds of cute little angel pictures and statues.  Most people put them in the category of Santa Claus and the Easter 

bunny.  But angels are real, and we need to hear what the Scriptures say about them. 

 

 Angels are real, and they were created by God, just as man and woman were created by God.  God created them 

to serve him and to serve us as well.  They are there to protect us from harm and danger, especially spiritual danger.  

They are not gods.  They are not to be worshiped.  Only God is to be worshiped.  They are holy, without sin.  They are 

confirmed in their bliss.  They are depicted with wings which show their rapid flight from one place to another.   

 

 Television shows have had angels doing good things for people.  But is that any indication that they are doing 

what God wants them to do?  Not necessarily!  The Scriptures warn us that Satan’s favorite disguise is to masquerade as 

an angel of light.  Satan will certainly do that, won’t he?  Think of all the pastors who deceive God’s people by not 

remaining faithful to God’s Word and what it says.   

 

 There is one sure indication of God’s angels at work.  They are always bearing witness of the Word made flesh 

and aiding that proclamation. Going back to our reading of Revelation, how was it that Satan was overcome?  He was 

overcome by the blood of the Lamb and by their testimony.  Satan is overcome by the true preaching of the Gospel, the 

good news about Jesus Christ and what he has done for us by his life, his death, and his resurrection.  Lies cannot stand 

in the face of truth.  And Jesus is the Truth! 

 

 This real war is centered on sin and Satan and our Savior from sin.  That is the focus of the words and the work 

of God’s holy angels.  It is no accident that at the birth of Christ the angels sang what we sing in our Divine Service: 

“Glory to God in the highest and peace on earth, good will to men!”  It is no accident that when Herod wanted to kill the 

baby Jesus, the angel warned Joseph to flee to Egypt to escape his murderous plans.  It is no accident that Satan used 

the promised protection of God’s angels to tempt Jesus to throw himself down from the pinnacle of the Temple 

building.  It is no accident that the twelve legions of angels were ready to fight for our Lord in the Garden of Gethsemane 

yet stood still so that Jesus could accomplish our salvation by his suffering and death.  It is no accident that the angels 

were there on Easter Sunday morning, announcing our Lord’s resurrection from the dead.  It is no accident that the 

angels were there as our Lord ascended into heaven, announcing his return to judge the world.  Yes, the Bible is filled 

with stories of angels.  They are not cute.  The angels of Revelation swing sickles for the winepress of the wrath of God.  

They continually cry out with a loud voice: “Worthy is the Lamb who was slain!” 

 

 In the life of the Church recorded in the book of Acts, it is no different.  When the angel let the apostles out of 

jail in Jerusalem, he let them out to continue to preach the precious message of the Gospel.  When an angel appeared to 

Philip, it was to direct him to preach the Gospel to the Ethiopian eunuch.  When Cornelius is directed by an angel to send 

for Peter, it is in order to hear the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  In the Scriptures, God’s messengers are always at work to help 

earthly messengers proclaim the Gospel of Christ.  This is how Satan is cast out! 

 

 This is the spiritual holy war to which the angels give their attention.  The Church is under attack and the stakes 

are eternal.  It is only Christ and the authority of his Word that give us the victory.  That is what our Gospel lesson tells 

us.  In the preaching of the Gospel, Satan falls like lightning from heaven.  Both the angelic messengers and the earthly 

messenger are involved in the same battle.  The only weapon that casts Satan out are the blood of the Lamb and the 

Word of his testimony. 

 



 That means that the angels are very much concerned about what takes place in this building.  The angels are 

indeed aware of the glorious, miraculous thing that happens when Christ feeds us with his very body and blood in the 

Lord’s Supper for the forgiveness of our sins.  The accuser is thrown down and overcome by the blood of the Lamb.  

Indeed, we say: “Therefore with angels and archangels and we all the company of heaven, we laud and magnify your 

glorious name.”  We join in their hymn of praise: “Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of heavenly hosts!  Heaven and earth are 

full of your glory!” 

 

 Satan was not strong enough.  The prince of lies was cast down by the True Man, Jesus Christ, who won the 

battle for all people by shedding his holy, precious blood on the cross of Calvary.  Satan knows that his time is short.  He 

is filled with wrath.  He is going to try to deceive every human being on earth before our Lord returns in glory to take us 

home to heaven.  We see his handiwork of lies and deception every day.  But there is one thing that defeats Satan and 

that is truth! 

 

 Satan is not going to stop.  His lying, deceptive words will come flying at you from every conceivable angle.  It 

will come from smiling faces and friendly talks.  It will come from family and coworkers and teachers and the media.  It 

will come always as a variation of the very first temptation: “Did God really say?”  If we are not in God’s Word, how 

would we know?  Satan is very convincing.  If he was able to deceive Adam and Eve in a perfect world, do we really think 

that he can’t deceive us?  We have to be solidly grounded and the only way we can do that is to be fortified with God’s 

Word every week and every day. 

 

 We rejoice because of the blood of the Lamb.  St. Paul tells us that our citizenship is in heaven.  He also tells us 

that God who is rich in mercy, made us alive in Christ even when we were dead in transgressions, and God raised us up 

with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus. God already sees you as being seated with 

Christ in heaven.  Satan will, of course, tell you that is not true.  He will tell you that your sins are too great, that God will 

not forgive you and has not forgiven you.  He will encourage you to stay away from the preaching of the good news 

because you have heard it all before or that it has no real importance to your life.  He does not want you to be here.  He 

does not want you to hear the precious Gospel.  He does not want you to receive the very body and blood of Christ.  He 

does not want you to be assured that as far as the east is from the west, so far has God removed your sins from you.  

Don’t believe him!  He is a liar and the father of lies. 

 

 “There is rejoicing in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who repents!”  Think of the rejoicing 

that went on in heaven on the day that you were baptized.  Think of the celebration that continues today as you receive 

Christ’s body and blood.  With the angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven, we thank God for the 

blood of the Lamb and the testimony of his Word!  AMEN. 


