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Mark 8:27-35 

ARE YOU STILL MAKING THE SAME CONFESSION? 

 

INI 

 There are certain themes or topics that come up every year during the Church Year and the pastor will be 

preaching on them.  It should be pretty obvious what I will preach about on Christmas, Good Friday, Easter, Ascension 

and Pentecost.  You probably have a good idea of what I will preach on for Reformation and Thanksgiving as well.  There 

are events that appear in the Gospels of Matthew, Mark, and Luke and are one of the readings each and every year.  

Today is one of them.  Peter’s confession and Jesus’ words will appear every year.  I have to ask myself, “What do I say 

this year that I didn’t say before?” 

 

 But perhaps that is not a good question.  I really should be saying the same things, albeit in different words.  The 

focus of this text is tremendously important because it involves each of you.  If you come to church regularly, you have 

certainly heard this text before.  What comes to mind as you hear it?  Are you excited, or do you yawn, thinking that 

there is nothing new that you can learn?  Is it possible that we let the basic truths of Scripture become dull and boring to 

us?  Can we lose our love and zeal for God’s truth?  ARE YOU STILL MAKING THE SAME CONFESSION? 

 

 Last Sunday, St. Mark told us about Jesus healing a man who was unable to communicate.  He was both deaf 

and mute. It was a great miracle that led the people to exclaim, “He has done everything well!”  That was a general 

consensus about Jesus.  There were great crowds for most of his ministry.  And there was good reason!  First, Jesus was 

the master teacher.  He would explain spiritual truths in a different way.  He did not teach like the other teachers of the 

Law.  He taught as one who had authority.  That authority, of course, came from heaven.  He was the one who was sent 

from the Father.  He made the people believe that there really was forgiveness for their sins.  Everybody mattered to 

Jesus.  Every person was an individual that Jesus would touch with his words of love.  The Pharisees and teachers of the 

Law were concerned with rules and regulations.  Woe to that person who did not live up to their expectations!  But the 

Pharisees didn’t seem to have love for anyone but themselves. 

 

 The second reason that Jesus drew such large crowds is that the people wanted to see miracles.  There were 

some that wanted to be entertained, no doubt.  Perhaps that was even most of the people.  But there were many who 

had a noble purpose.  They didn’t even approach Jesus for themselves. They came to him because they had a loved one 

who had a disease or impairment.  They truly believed that Jesus could and would make their loved one well and whole. 

 

 The apostles had been witnesses of most of these miracles.  They saw Jesus walk on water, feed the multitudes, 

give sight to the blind, hearing to the deaf, the ability to walk to the lame, cleansing to lepers, drive out demons and 

even raise the dead.  They saw some of these miracles repeatedly.  They had been with our Lord for two and a half years 

on and off.  Certainly, they had heard people talking.  Certainly, they had talked among themselves.  They had an 

opinion about Jesus.  Everyone did! 

 

 Jesus would now ask for that opinion.  He had been their teacher.  They were not only privy to the sermons that 

Jesus had preached before the crowds, but they were also the beneficiaries of private instruction.  They had the 

tremendous opportunity to go one on one with Jesus in asking questions and listening to his answers.  The time for 

speculation was over.  The time for confession had come. 



 

 Everyone had an opinion about Jesus.  It was impossible not to have one.  No man had ever spoken the way he 

did.  No man had ever done the things he did.  Some would have a negative opinion about Jesus.  There were some who 

thought that he was a fraud and a charlatan, a deceiver of the people.  There were even those who thought that Jesus 

was demon possessed.  Those people were in the minority.  The vast majority of people had a positive opinion about this 

man.  They viewed Jesus as a great prophet, perhaps the greatest prophet of all time.  Was that enough? 

 

 No, it wasn’t.  It didn’t matter what the people were saying in Nazareth or Capernaum or Jericho or Jerusalem.  

Jesus would turn to the Twelve.  Was that what they thought of Jesus or was there something more?  We know that St. 

Peter gave the answer on behalf of the Twelve.  He simply confessed: “You are the Messiah or Christ!” 

 

 What exactly did that mean?  We will often speak of Jesus Christ, as though Jesus was his first name and Christ 

was the family name.  But Christ really was his title.  We call him Jesus the Christ.  Christ is the Greek word and Messiah 

is the Hebrew word. Both words mean “the Anointed One.”  He was the one who was chosen.  But what was it that he 

was anointed or chosen to do? 

 

 Throughout the Scriptures we have God’s promises that the Messiah would crush the head of Satan.  He would 

be the Descendant of Adam, of Abraham, of Judah, of King David.  He would be the Prophet greater than Moses.  He 

would be a High Priest in the order of Melchizedek, one who would be both king and priest.  He would be both David’s 

son, yet David’s Lord, one having an eternal kingdom.  People would form a picture of that coming Christ in their minds.  

They had a pretty good idea of what they thought he would look like. 

 

 And now Peter says not only that the Christ would look like Jesus, but he says that Jesus was the Christ.  There 

was no doubt.  That was a good confession, a great confession, a true confession.  Jesus doesn’t tell Peter that he had it 

all wrong.  He doesn’t say that this was a case of mistaken identity.  In Matthew’s parallel account, Jesus tells Peter that 

he is blessed because this was not revealed to him by man, but rather by his Father in heaven. 

 

 You know this as well.  Peter’s confession has been your confession too.  Remember when you made that 

confession?  For most of you, it was at your confirmation.  You remember confirmation, don’t you?  You went to 

instruction classes.  You learned the six parts of the catechism.  You memorized those parts with Luther’s explanation.  

You memorized Bible passages and hymn verses.  Although you learned many things, the majority of your instruction 

was spent on the Second Article of the Creed and what it says about Jesus.  This is the central article of the Christian 

faith.  If we don’t know who Jesus was and why he came, nothing else matters.  You learned that Jesus didn’t merely 

come to show us the way to God.  He is the way to God, the only way. He could say, “No one comes to the Father except 

through me.” 

 

 Then all your family came that Sunday.  You were scared and nervous.  You stood up and answered all the 

questions your pastor asked you.  You told everyone your confession.  You said that Jesus was the Christ.  You said even 

more than that.  You said that Jesus was the most important thing in the world to you. You said that you would suffer 

anything, even death, rather than fall away from him.  

 

 Are you still making the same confession? Many of my fellow confirmands aren’t and neither are yours.  Some 

don’t even come back to pick up their class pictures a month later. Others will fall away over time.  It happened with 

Jesus’ disciples.  Judas betrayed his Lord for thirty pieces of silver. 

 



 So here Peter makes this great confession and then Jesus warns the apostles not to tell anyone about him.  

What’s going on here?  Did Peter make a mistake?  Was this a bad confession?  Jesus did not want his disciples using the 

phrase “Jesus of Nazareth is the Christ” or “Jesus is the Messiah,” because that phrase was so misunderstood.  They saw 

a glorious earthly kingdom, a new age of peace and prosperity. 

 

 Jesus had taught them many things.  It was now time for the next and most important lesson. He then began to 

teach them that the Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by the elders, chief priests, and teachers of the 

Law, and that he must be killed and after three days rise again.  Jesus spoke plainly about that.  He used words that not 

only were easy to understand.  He used words that were impossible to misunderstand.  There was no mistaking where 

Jesus was going with this.   

 

 Then the very same Peter who made this wonderful confession told Jesus exactly what he thought of this plan.  

Let’s say that he was not real happy about it.  We’re told that Peter began to rebuke Jesus.  This didn’t fit into Peter’s 

ideas or James’ or John’s or let’s face it, yours or mine.  The cross and glory usually don’t mix in our way of thinking. 

 

 Jesus would have to rebuke Peter.  Just as Peter’s confession of Jesus as the Christ would come from God the 

Father, this idea would come from another source as well.  But this source was not from God.  Rather it came from 

Satan.  Jesus would have to go the way of the cross in order to rescue us from our slavery to sin, death and the power of 

Satan.  This was also foretold throughout the Scriptures.  And let’s not forget the resurrection that was the proof that 

Jesus had indeed brought the forgiveness of sins, eternal life and salvation to all people. 

 

 And those who would follow him would see a cross as well. It isn’t optional.  “Whoever wants to be my disciple 

must deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me.”  How do you feel about that?  We really don’t like 

crosses, do we?  Crosses are instruments of pain.  Death by crucifixion was torture. Crosses are instruments of shame.  

Popular people weren’t crucified.  Criminals, the very dregs of society were crucified.  Crosses simply don’t fit into our 

idea of glory.  Yet Jesus tells us that we will bear a cross.  We don’t get our way all the time. 

 

 Are you still making the same confession?  In every relationship, we either grow closer together or farther apart.  

Do you know where your best friend from second grade is today?  Maybe you married your first date; perhaps you can’t 

even remember who that was.  There is no way that two people who get married will love each other the very same fifty 

years after their wedding day. Too many things will have happened.  You will either grow closer or farther apart. 

 

 Bearing our cross and saying no to our self is not popular.  Yet that is what we must do.  We care about the poor, 

the downtrodden, the rejected, and the lowly.  We give our time, our talents, our resources to the one who gave his first 

to us.  Suffering must precede glory.  Jesus died and then was raised again to life. We will surely follow him.  There will 

always be those who change their confession.  At one time many followed Jesus, but he really wasn’t what they wanted.  

They went for something else.  They made an eternal mistake.  You have the right confession. Continue to declare it and 

show it in your actions!  AMEN. 

 

  


