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I Corinthians 15:20-28 

OUR KING JESUS CHRIST IS RISEN AND REIGNS! 

 

INI  

 This is really a weird time of the year.  We might have to cut our grass one more time.  We might have to rake 

the leaves.  We might have to shovel the snow.  Every day is different.  It might snow and the snow stays on the ground 

for the next four months.  We might get a sixty degree day in there and play some golf.  We just don’t know.  The sun 

may or may not come out and the days are getting shorter.  I don’t like it when it is dark at 5:00 in the afternoon.  We 

see all kinds of scandals in Washington and Hollywood and pretty much everywhere we look.  Is there any good news 

out there? 

 

 Absolutely!  Today is the last Sunday of the Church Year.  It is called Christ the King Sunday.  It wraps up 

everything that we have talked about for the year.  Jesus is the eternal Son of God who came down from heaven.  He 

was born in humility.  He showed the power and glory that he had as the Son of God, yet he chose not to use it so that 

he might offer up his life on the cross for the sin of the world.  He rose from the dead on Easter.  He ascended into 

heaven where he rules all things as the King of kings and Lord of lords.  He will return in glory to judge the world. 

 

 Today we focus on Easter.  It doesn’t seem like Easter this morning, does it?  Rather than seeing new life, we see 

the very opposite.  We see the end of the cycle.  The leaves have all pretty much fallen from the trees.  It looks more like 

the reign of death.  But we walk by faith rather than by sight.  It only appears that way.  We must remember each and 

every day that OUR KING JESUS CHRIST IS RISEN AND REIGNS! 

 

 The fifteenth chapter of Paul’s first letter to the Corinthians has been called the “great resurrection chapter.”  All 

58 verses of this chapter are dedicated to the subject of the resurrection of the body.  Do you remember why Paul 

spends so much time talking about this subject?  He had to deal with what the people were thinking and feeling. 

 

 There were a lot of people who had a problem with the idea of a resurrection.  It wasn’t merely Jesus’ 

resurrection.  It was resurrections in general.  They couldn’t accept the idea of dead people coming back to life.  Like 

most people say today, they said, “When you’re dead, you’re dead.  That’s it – end of story!”  Yes, everybody wishes that 

loved ones who had died would come back to them sometime.  But it just doesn’t happen. 

 

 Who is going to argue with that?  Have you heard of any resurrections from the dead lately? Oh, there may be 

horror movies about zombies that came back to life but they’re brainless.  They aren’t the same loved ones who have 

died.  You can be standing in line at the supermarket.  There are tabloids about celebrities and there are some really 

weird ones with space aliens and such.  But they do draw the line at a resurrection.  They have to have some principles. 

 

 What would you say if your neighbor told you about a person you knew who died and was buried in the 

cemetery?  “Yeah, they buried him on Friday, but he didn’t stay dead very long.  On Sunday, he came back to life and 

rose from the dead.”  Wouldn’t your reaction be to say, “That’s the most ridiculous thing I’ve ever heard?  Do you really 

expect me to believe such a crazy story?” 

 



 The Corinthians were struggling with the idea of a resurrection.  But it is the very heart of the Christian faith.  It 

means everything.  In the verses preceding our text Paul spells out very painfully what our lives would mean if the 

resurrection was not true.  It isn’t very pretty and it isn’t very comforting.  If there is no resurrection of the dead then 

Christ has not been raised.  Our preaching is absolutely worthless.  We would be liars because we are telling people 

something that didn’t really happen.  Your faith would be worthless.  What good would it do to assemble together just 

to remember a few nice things that Jesus said.  But why would we want to do that if he was a liar?  He said that he 

would rise from the dead.  If he didn’t do so, he would be a liar.  Who would want to follow someone like that?  And 

then you still have that problem with sin.  You would still have to appear on Judgment Day before a God who tells you 

that the only way you can have life with him is to be absolutely perfect.  Just one sin is enough to damn you to hell for all 

eternity.  Oh, all those people who have died, your grandparents, your father, your best friend in grade school – they’re 

in hell now.  Is it any wonder that Paul says, “If only for this life we have hope in Christ, we are to be pitied more than all 

men?” 

 

 But all of that discussion is irrelevant because Paul says in the next breath, “But Christ has indeed been raised 

from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep.”  Yes, it sounds unbelievable.  Yes, it seems impossible.  

Yes, it would take an absolute miracle.  But it is absolutely true because the one who did it was both God and man.  Your 

human reason might scream that it makes no sense but God tells you that Jesus, the one who died on the cross and was 

buried, is risen from the dead. 

 

 But God doesn’t merely tell us through the message of the angels and the apostles even though that would be 

enough.  Paul doesn’t tell the Corinthians to take his word for it.  At the beginning of this chapter he speaks of all the 

people who saw the risen Savior with their own eyes.  He lists them one after another.  Peter saw him.  All of the 

apostles saw him.  Jesus’ own brother James saw him.  Over 500 people saw him.  Finally Paul saw him.  It wasn’t merely 

a case of wishful thinking of people who would believe anything.  In many cases you had people who refused to believe 

unless they had absolute proof like Thomas or Paul himself who just happened to be persecuting the church at the time 

he saw the risen Christ.  Many of the 500 were alive at the time of Paul’s writing.  The Corinthians could question those 

people personally. 

 

 Jesus Christ our King is risen and he reigns.  Do we believe this?  We say that we do.  We confess it every week in 

the Creed.  But do we reflect it every day of our lives?  We do have our moments of doubt and weakness, don’t we?  

We’re not alone.  We’ve spent a lot of time this past year talking about Martin Luther.  Perhaps you have heard the story 

of Martin and his wife Katie.  One day she dressed in black and walked around the house crying uncontrollably.  Martin 

went to her and asked, “Katie, what’s wrong?”  She said, “My Lord Jesus is dead!”  Martin told her, “That’s nonsense.  

Jesus rose from the dead and he lives and reigns!”  She replied, “Why then have you been moping around as though 

Jesus was dead?  Judging by the way you were acting, I thought that he was dead.”  Martin got it.  How about us?  Let’s 

remember who Jesus was and is and what he did. 

 

 “For since death came through a man, the resurrection of the dead comes also through a man.  For as in Adam 

all die, so in Christ all will be made alive.”  We have the clear proclamation of both Law and Gospel.  You have the first 

Adam and the second Adam.  In the first case we know the man and we know what he did.  We know what God had told 

him.  “In the day you eat of it, you will surely die.”  God didn’t say “sleep” but “die.”  Adam rebelled against God.  His sin 

brought death upon all people because all people are sinners.  Our consciences are aware of that. 

 

 But now Paul revels something that we cannot learn by nature, something that our wildest dreams could not 

have imagined.  The resurrection of the dead comes also through a man.  But which man?  Where do we find this man?  



Paul doesn’t keep us in suspense.  It is Jesus Christ our Lord.  He is risen from the dead and he reigns.  He has undone 

what the first Adam had done.  The first Adam brought death.  The second Adam brings life, eternal life. 

 

 Did you catch the contrast between “death” and “sleep?”  That was no mistake or coincidence.  Death is 

something for unbelievers to fear but for the Christian it is something peaceful and joyful.  We simply fall asleep to wake 

up in the presence of our Savior. 

 

 Jesus is the firstfruit.  He is the one who went before us.  He is the one who looked death straight in the eye and 

didn’t blink.  He is the one who took away the sting and power of death.  He tells us, “Because I live, you also will live.”  

Paul does not have to fear and neither do you.  We keep seeing changes in language.  “Death” is replaced by “the 

resurrection of the dead.”  “Die” is replaced by “made alive.”  Jesus took care of your problem of sin.  His death paid the 

ransom price for you and me.  The guarantee we have is the resurrection.  It assures us that Jesus was the perfect, 

sinless Lamb of God who took away the sin of the world. 

 

 We know that Satan will always try to turn us away from the absolute comfort that we have.  I’m always 

saddened that many people who really need to hear the sermons on the last things don’t come.  Satan doesn’t want 

them to hear that message.  He wants them to feel defeated.  He works on all of us and some days he has us believing 

him.  He did it with Luther.  When that happened, Luther wrote the word “vivit” in large letters on the table and on the 

walls.  It means “He lives!”  Jesus does live.  He rose from the dead and he reigns! 

 

 Yes, he is the King of kings and the Lord of lords.  “Then the end will come, when he hands over the kingdom to 

God the Father after he has destroyed all dominion, authority, and power.  For he must reign until he has put all his 

enemies under his feet.  The last enemy to be destroyed is death.”  We have to remember that Jesus has won the 

victory.  His resurrection took place. That is absolute fact.  That guarantees that he will prevail over all the forces of evil 

that are opposed to his reign.  All enemies, both natural and supernatural will be destroyed: Satan, the demons, hunger, 

disease, poverty, and crime. 

 

 The last enemy to be destroyed is death.  The victory is ours now.  That is always our hope, our certainty, our 

confidence even though it may not always look that way.  It doesn’t look that way when we read the obituaries, but 

Christ reigns!  It doesn’t look that way when we go to the funeral home and see our loved one lying in a box, but Christ 

reigns!  It doesn’t look that way when that box is lowered into the ground, but Christ reigns!  We see it with the eyes of 

faith!  He reigns! 

 

 We have the certainty of knowing that we will not only be with Christ in heaven as mere servants, but that we 

will reign with him.  We are princes and princesses, kings and queens who will rule with the one who conquered death 

forever.  Come quickly, Lord Jesus!  AMEN. 


