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 John 5:25-29 

IS IT REALLY FAIR? 

 

INI 

 Throughout our lives we struggle with the question of what is fair.  If you are a parent who has more than one 

child, you will hear that accusation over and over again: “It’s not fair!”  It is not fair if you are the firstborn.  You are the 

test child.  Parents will probably be stricter with you than will the children that will follow.  You will make mistakes or at 

least say, “I’m not going to do things that way again!”  Child Number One will not be happy.  The middle child will think 

that things are unfair. You get hand me downs from Child One and that child thinks that he or she is your boss.  The baby 

of the family of course, gets away with everything.  The older children think that it is unfair and the youngest wants to 

do everything the older ones do. 

 

 The question of fairness or doing what is right will come up in every facet of life.  One kid makes the basketball 

team while another is cut.  And all the players on the team don’t get the same number of minutes.  Some people seem 

to be the teacher’s pet or the boss’ pet.  Sometimes parents will have a child with disabilities and spend more time with 

that child than with the rest.  Two people might have the same job, and one makes a lot more money than the other.  

I’m sure that all of us have spent some time in our lives, complaining that something just is not fair.  And perhaps we had 

a good case for feeling that way! 

 

 It certainly should not be surprising that we will hear the same accusations against God.  Throughout history 

people have accused God of not being fair.  Why did the nation of Israel get so many blessings from God that the 

Egyptians, Assyrians, Babylonians and others did not receive?  Why has the United States been so blessed while other 

nations live in poverty?  The people of Israel and the United States have not always been the most gracious and thankful 

people for God’s blessings.  Some people will say, “I refuse to believe in a God who send people to hell.”  Yet we say that 

God is a God of perfect justice.  That means simply this: in God’s courtroom the innocent will always be set free and the 

guilty will always be punished. 

 

 The last Sundays of the Church year deal with the themes of the Final Judgment, eternal life and eternal 

damnation.  We know that Christ will return to judge the world.  Some people will go to heaven; others will go to hell.  

What determines the final outcome?  Will justice   really be done? We ask the question this morning: IS IT REALLY FAIR? 

That Jesus serves as judge? That “good” people go to heaven and that “bad” people go to hell? 

 

 The first thing we must do is to examine the credentials of the Judge.  Who is he and how can he claim such 

authority?  The people of Jesus’ day wanted to do so as well.  Jesus had just healed a paralytic by telling him to rise, take 

up his mat, and walk.  Because Jesus had done this miracle on the Sabbath Day, some were ready to kill him then and 

there.  Jesus would then defend himself by showing that he had received that authority from the Father. 

 

 “Very truly I tell you, a time is coming and has now come then the dead will hear the voice of the Son of God and 

those who hear will live.”  This would happen in two ways while Jesus was on the earth: physically and spiritually.  We 

know that Jesus raised the physically dead at least three times as well as his own resurrection.  He would simply speak 

the Word and the dead would rise.  He would show that he was indeed, the Son of God.  He would also bring the 

spiritually dead to life by preaching and teaching the same Word. 



 

 All this was in fulfillment of Old Testament prophecy.  John the Baptist sent his disciples to Jesus, asking him: 

“Are you the one who was to come, or should we expect someone else?”  There was no hesitation on our Lord’s part.  

He replied, “Go back, and report to John what you hear and see: The blind receive sight, the lame walk, those who have 

leprosy are cured, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the good news is preached to the poor.”  It is the word of 

Jesus that has the power to give life.  He brings the spiritually dead to life, just as he could simply say, “Lazarus, come 

forth!” 

 

 “For as the Father has life in himself, so he has granted the Son also to have life in himself.  And he has given him 

authority to judge because he is the Son of Man.”  Jesus has the power to bring the dead to life because he has life in 

himself.  We have all been given life by God.  He is the Giver of life.  We cannot have life in ourselves.  God gives life in 

an orderly way.  One generation of living things follows another through the miracle of birth. Jesus has life in himself.  

He is the eternal God.  He always was and is and will be.  Both the Father and the Son are eternal.  Jesus is God from 

God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made.  He is equal to the Father.  He is the Source of Life. 

 

 He therefore has the authority to carry out judgment.  He is the Son of Man.  This was one of Jesus’ favorite 

ways of describing himself.  It referred to Daniel’s prophecy.  Jesus was both God and man in one Person.  Since the Son 

of Man is the promised Savior, the Judge’s verdict is determined by a person’s relationship to Jesus. 

 

 “Do not be amazed at this, for a time is coming when all who are in their graves will hear his voice and come out 

– those who have done what is good will rise to live, and those who have done what is evil will rise to be condemned.”  

We have already examined the credentials of the Judge.  How can we be sure that his verdict is fair?  We once again 

have to examine the standard by which the verdict is reached.  If God were to judge us by the standard of his holy Law, 

we would all stand condemned.  The standard is absolute perfection, and nothing less would suffice.  There is no one 

who is righteous, not even one person.  Our thoughts, words, and actions condemn each and every one of us. 

 

 Think about it!  We might want to think that we are pretty good, and that God would certainly want to welcome 

us with open arms because we really didn’t do many bad things in our lives.  Is that the case?  Would you really want 

God to open files on you, entitled, “People I’ve lied to, People I’ve spread rumors about, Women I’ve lusted after, 

Authorities I’ve disobeyed, People I didn’t respect, People I’ve cheated,” and much more?  I really don’t think that any of 

us would. God knows everything.  How then can we possibly have life if we’ve fallen so far short of what God demands? 

 

 The answer will never be found within us.  God would solve our problem.  The same Jesus who would serve as 

our Judge would first of all serve as our Savior. We needed someone who could remove our sin and supply us with the 

righteousness or holiness that we need to stand before God.  Jesus would do that.  He would put himself under the same 

law that condemns us and keep it perfectly in our stead. He would face every temptation that we face.  He would resist 

those temptations.  He would then offer his life for the sins of the world, taking them to the cross and nailing them there 

for all time.  He would once again show his power over death by rising from the grave first.  The resurrection of 

everyone else would surely follow. 

 

 “Those who have done what is good will rise to live.”  We say that God has prepared heaven for his people.  

Heaven is a place of perfect joy and love.  It is a place where there is no more crying, mourning, pain, or death.  It is a 

place where we will have perfect, glorified bodies and live with Jesus and all the saints forever.  Many people will say 

that “good” people will go to heaven.  That is true, but not in the way that most people think.  As we have said before, 

none of us is good enough to keep God’s holy law. Christ kept it in our place.  He gives us his righteousness.  Only then 

are we “good enough” for eternal life. 



 

 Christ has removed our sins from us.  God no longer sees those sins.  We show our faith by our works.  Good 

works are those works of love that believers show toward God and our fellow man, not to earn heaven, but rather out of 

thankfulness because we already have it as God’s gift to us through Christ.  They simply flow out of love.  They come 

from our relationship to our Savior.  Jesus said: “I am the Vine; you are the branches.  If a man remains in me and I in 

him, he will bear much fruit; apart from me, you can do nothing.”  These are comforting words for us.  On Judgment Day 

Jesus will cite our good works as proof of our saving faith.  He will say nothing about our sins.  They have been covered 

by his holy, precious blood and cast into the depths of the sea forever.  They will not be dredged up for all the world to 

see.  We are declared “Not guilty!” for the sake of Christ.  Since our sins have been removed and we are clothed with the 

righteousness of Christ, it is fair that we receive eternal life as God’s gift to us.  “Therefore, there is now no 

condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.” 

 

 But what about the others?  It is fair that some will not go to heaven, but rather to hell, a place of eternal 

suffering and torment, a place where there is no love at all?  Let’s review a couple of other things.  God did not create 

hell for men, but rather for Satan and the other demons that rebelled against God.  God does not want to send anyone 

to hell.  Jesus came into this world to give his life not merely for some, but for the sin of the world.  The saddest thing 

about hell is that nobody has to go there.  People go there because they refuse to accept God’s free and gracious gift of 

salvation.  Their own sinful pride and stubbornness leads them to reject God’s offer.  There are many people who are 

homeless because they refuse housing.  There are many people who are hungry because they refuse food.  There are 

many people who are sick because they refuse medical treatment.  There are many people who are damned because 

they refuse God’s gift of salvation in Christ. 

 

 Since they refuse the gift God offers to them, Jesus as the perfect Judge who executes perfect justice will count 

their sins against them.  They stubbornly cling to the idea that they do not need Christ and never did.  Nothing will 

change their minds or their attitudes.  They will ultimately recognize Jesus as the King of kings and Lord of lords, but they 

will never want him as their Savior.  They would prefer hell to doing so.  The decision is right, just, and fair. 

 

 The King is coming soon.  He offers heaven as his free gift.  We do nothing but accept his gracious offer.  We can 

also stubbornly refuse to accept it and take the consequences.  I pray that all of us turn to Christ and live!   AMEN. 


