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 John 5:19-24 

JESUS IS ENTRUSTED WITH ALL JUDGMENT 

 

INI 

 Throughout the centuries many theologians and artists have tried to paint a picture of Judgment Day, some 

better than others.  I think that a very simple picture can be found only four miles away from here.  You go west on Five 

Mile Road past Farmington Road and you will see a turkey farm.  The turkeys arrive sometime in September.  They are 

kind of scrawny and run around the yard doing what turkeys do.  They will spend a lot of their time eating.  Each week as 

you pass the farm, you see that they have gotten a lot bigger.  The turkeys seem very happy.  They aren’t worried or 

concerned about anything.  All of a sudden about a week from now, their lives will be changed forever.  They will enter a 

room, and then boom!  They will be on someone’s table for Thanksgiving Day. 

 

 We have entered the final Sundays of the Church year.  Things look different, don’t they?  The leaves have 

changed color and many, if not most of them, have fallen from the trees.  The days are getting shorter and the sun is not 

so bright to the naked eye.  There are many dark and overcast days.  The birds will be going south, because they know 

that winter is coming.  These things should remind us that we will not live forever on this earth in our present state.  We 

will either die or the Lord Jesus will come again and all people who have ever lived on this earth will appear before our 

Lord Jesus Christ for the Final Judgment.  In these next few weeks we will look at Judgment Day and the wonderful 

blessings of heaven secured for us by Christ our King.  This morning we see that JESUS IS ENTRUSTED WITH ALL 

JUDGMENT! 

 

 During the second year of our Lord’s ministry, our Lord Jesus went to Jerusalem to observe one of the festivals 

that all Jewish males were required to attend.  Jesus always lived his life in full obedience to the Law of God.  It was 

there that Jesus encountered a man who had been an invalid for 38 years.  Jesus healed him with his divine power.  He 

told the man to take up his mat and walk.  One would think that this would be a wonderful reason for rejoicing.  This 

man who had gone nearly forty years without the ability to walk, was now walking.  But it didn’t go that way.  You see 

Jesus had healed this man on the Sabbath Day.  The unbelieving Jews accused both this man and Jesus of working on the 

Sabbath, an offense they felt was punishable by death.  As Jesus defended himself, his enemies rightly understood from 

Jesus’ own words that he was saying that he was equal to God the Father and that he was the eternal Son of God.  Then 

they responded by persecuting him and by trying to kill him.  Jesus then defended himself by pointing out that he was 

equal to God the Father.  It is there that our text begins. 

 

 Jesus gave them this answer: “Very truly I tell you, the Son can do nothing by himself; he can do only what he 

sees his Father doing, because whatever the Father does the Son also does.”  Jesus certainly does not disagree with his 

enemies’ conclusion that he made himself equal to the Father.  If Jesus were an ordinary man, he would have been 

rightly guilty of blasphemy, of calling himself God.  But Jesus was no ordinary man.  He truly was man in every way, yet 

he was without sin. 

 

 But he also was the eternal God, the second Person of the Triune God.  In a mystery that our human minds 

cannot explain or understand, Jesus was both God and man in one Person.  He was 100% God and 100% man.  He was 

and is as the Athanasian Creed states: “God, eternally begotten from the nature of the Father, and he is man, born in 



time from the nature of his mother, fully God, fully man, with rational soul and human flesh, equal to the Father as to his 

deity, less than the Father as to his humanity.”  Not easy to comprehend, is it? 

 

 Jesus would affirm that they were correct in concluding that he was calling himself God.  He acts in perfect 

harmony with the Father.  He could not do differently from his Father.  That would be impossible.  They are of the same 

divine essence.  Father, Son, and Holy Spirit are of one mind, will, and purpose. 

 

 “For the Father loves the Son and shows him all he does.  Yes, and he will show him even greater works than 

these, so that you will be amazed.”  Jesus knows everything that the Father does.  As St. John had stated earlier: No one 

has ever seen God, but God the One and Only, who is at the Father’s side, has made him known.”  The Son does what he 

sees his Father doing.  They work in perfect harmony for our salvation.  Since Jesus was also true man, the very things 

that he knew by his divine nature, the Father also showed him in his human nature.  The Father so loved his Son that he 

withheld nothing from him as he prepared him for the ultimate work of being the Savior of the human race. 

 

 Jesus is loved by the Father. They would show that love to the world as Jesus would carry out his Father’s plan of 

salvation.  He had to carry out that plan because we were powerless to save ourselves.  We are all sinners, breakers of 

God’s holy Law.  None of us has the righteousness or moral perfection to stand before a just and a holy God.  Jesus 

would take out place.  He would keep God’s Law in our place, showing the perfect love that was necessary.  Because he 

was God, his righteousness could count for all people.  He would then take the sin of the world upon himself and suffer 

the punishment that our sins deserved.  Because he was man, he could also suffer and die. 

 

 Jesus’ miracle of healing was great, but the people would see even greater things than that.  This was only the 

beginning. “For just as the Father raises the dead and gives them life, even so the Son gives life to whom he is pleased to 

give it.  Moreover, the Father judges no one, but has entrusted all judgment to the Son, that all may honor the Son just 

as they honor the Father.  Whoever does not honor the Son does not honor the Father who sent him.” 

 

 The enemies of Jesus recognized that God the Father had the authority to give life. Jesus now tells his accusers 

that he has the same authority.  He has the power to raise the physically dead and he has the power to raise the 

spiritually dead.  Jesus would show that power to raise the physically dead three times in his ministry with the daughter 

of Jairus, the widow’s son, and Lazarus.  Then he would raise himself from the dead on Easter Sunday.  On the last Day 

he will raise all the dead.  He would also raise the spiritually dead as he proclaimed the Gospel, telling people the very 

same things that he was now telling his enemies.  He was the Son of God, come to be our Savior. 

 

 Jesus came the first time into the world to save the world. He did that 2000 years ago.  He did everything he had 

to do, fulfilling the Father’s plan of salvation to the letter.  He brought the forgiveness of sins, eternal life and salvation 

to the world.  It is his free gift.  He won those blessings for every man, woman, and child who ever lived. 

 

 We can refuse that free gift.  We, who are spiritually blind, dead, and enemies of God, can tell God we don’t 

want anything to do with him or his Son.  But Judgment Day is coming!  It is surely coming!  Our Lord Jesus will surely 

return.  This time he won’t come in humility, lying in a feeding trough for animals, living in a small town in Galilee, 

borrowing boats to preach in, upper rooms to celebrate Passover meals, or donkeys to ride upon.  This time he won’t 

allow himself to be beaten, whipped, mocked, and nailed to an instrument of torture reserved for the worst of criminals.  

This time he will come with all the holy angels of heaven.  This time he will come visibly in glory.  Every eye will see him.  

This time he will come to judge the entire world.  Every man, woman, and child will appear before him and will have to 

give an account. 

 



 This judgment has been entrusted to Jesus.  He has the authority to judge.  Those words sounded like heresy to 

his enemies.  They might agree that the Father had the authority to judge, but certainly not the Son.  Yet that judging 

takes place already in this life.  Jesus had told Nicodemus: “Whoever believes in me is not condemned, but whoever 

does not believe stands condemned already because he has not believed in the name of God’s one and only Son.” 

 

 As sinners who have violated God’s perfect law, we deserve punishment, but Jesus the Judge, is also our defense 

attorney.  All our sins are blotted out in full by Jesus’ holy, precious blood.  But to those who rejected Jesus, they will 

have to answer for their sins.  They will receive what they deserve as Jesus tells them, “Depart from me, you who are 

cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels.” 

 

 Only faith in Jesus saves.  All must honor the Son just as they honor the Father.   There are many people who 

think that all that is important is merely acknowledging that there is some sort of higher power out there.  It is not 

important whether we call him God or Allah or the Man Upstairs or the Great Architect of the Universe.  It doesn’t really 

matter if we see how he has revealed himself to us in the sacred Scriptures or we make up our own definition of God as 

we go.  It really doesn’t matter whether we see Jesus as the eternal Son of God or a mighty prophet or simply a 

misguided man.  They are all wrong.   Anyone who dies not acknowledge Jesus as God does not acknowledge the Father 

either.  Even Satan knows that Jesus is the Son of God and Satan certainly does not have saving faith. 

 

 Yes, these words will divide people.  The Gospel always divides.  Either Jesus is God, or he isn’t.  He is not what 

you think he is.  He is what he claims to be.  He will not give his honor to anyone else.  Paul reminds us that the time is 

coming when every knee will bow before the Lord and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord to the glory of God 

the Father. 

 

 We see also the urgency of mission work.  All religions don’t lead to Christ and to salvation. We must share the 

Gospel now while there is still time.  Our Lord Jesus will surely return.  He will judge the world.  That work has been 

entrusted to him by the Father and Jesus always carries out his Father’s will. 

 

 How blessed we are that we have listened to our Lord and believed what he said!  We have eternal life as his 

free gift.  We have crossed over from death to life.  We are reminded once again what God has done for us through Holy 

Baptism.  Some may dread Judgment Day for good reason.  As God’s people we don’t have to be afraid.  Our sins have 

been wiped away.  Jesus came to save.  He will return to judge.  Come quickly, Lord Jesus!  AMEN. 


