
Rev. Gregory Gibbons 

Lola Park Lutheran Church 

Redford, MI 48239  

  

Acts 2:42-47 

THE GOOD SHEPHERD GIVES LIFE TO HIS CHURCH 

 

INI 

 We have come to one of my favorite Sundays of the Church year, Good Shepherd Sunday.  We focus on the fact 

that Jesus is our Good Shepherd who leads us and feeds us, guides us and guards us.  He is the Shepherd who knows 

each and every one of us by name.  He is the Shepherd who promises that no one can snatch him from his hand.  He is 

the Shepherd who lays down his very life for his sheep.  He is the Shepherd who gives us eternal life.  We love the 23rd 

Psalm.  We love the hymns.  We love our Lord’s statement that he has come so that we might have life and have it to the 

full. 

 But how does he provide that life?  How does he feed us and lead us to green pastures?  We go back to the 

second part of last Sunday’s text and we see how the early Christian church let the Good Shepherd provide for all their 

temporal and spiritual needs.  THE GOOD SHEPHERD GIVES LIFE TO HIS CHURCH. 

 We go back to Peter’s sermon on the day of Pentecost.  A great crowd had assembled in Jerusalem fifty days 

after the crucifixion and resurrection of our Lord.  It was one of the most important festivals of the year, the festival of 

harvest.  This would be a festival like none other, a festival of souls.  Peter did not hold back in his preaching at all.  He 

pointed out to the crowd then and to us today that all of us are guilty of murdering the very Son of God by our sins.  

“Therefore let all Israel be assured of this: God has made this Jesus whom you crucified, both Lord and Christ.” 

 Those were words that cut to the quick.  They convict us of our sins.  There will always be those who will never 

accept it.  They refuse to accept a Savior.  They feel that they are good enough to stand before God on their own merits, 

but they are wrong.  Just one sin convicts us.  If we truly believe that we are without sin, we are lying to ourselves.  We 

must join the Pentecost people and ask the question: “Brothers, what shall we do?” 

 Peter did not leave them hanging.  Peter preached the Gospel.  This was the gospel that he and the other 

apostles witnessed as Jesus went the way of the cross to suffering, death, and resurrection.  Peter gave them truth, fact, 

and now history.  Jesus died for the sin of the world, your sins and mine.  Our faith is founded upon that fact.  He then 

rose from the dead.  The grave could not hold the Living One.  Our faith is founded upon that fact as well. 

 What should they do?  “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the 

forgiveness of your sins.  And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.” This is the Gospel applied to us personally.  

Repent, turn away from your sin.  Turn away from darkness to the one who is the Light of the world.  Baptism is where 

most of us repented and we don’t even remember it.  The Holy Spirit worked faith in our hearts through water and the 

Word of God.  We were turned from children of wrath to children of love.  Satan was no longer our father.  We now 

were part of God’s family.  God was our father and Jesus our Brother.  We were freed from the power of sin, death, and 

Satan.  We died with Christ and we rose again with him. 

 Those who believed Peter’s message were baptized that day and about 3000 people were added to the Church.  

But now what?  There is always a “now what?”  A student graduates from high school or college.  You move on to 

college or graduate school and hopefully get a job.  A couple has their wedding day.  You move on to marriage and all 

the highs and lows connected with it.  A couple has a bay.  They take care of that child providing love and care for the 



next eighteen years or more.  A person gets a job or a house.  You stay where you are or you move on.  A person 

becomes a Christian.  Now what? 

 Yes, there is a “Now what?” connected with Christianity.  And it’s a big one.  The Holy Spirit has created faith in 

our hearts through the preaching of the Word and Holy Baptism.  Do we simply stay there and do nothing else?  

Absolutely not!  Faith is something that must be strengthened and nurtured.  We are in planting season.  Many of us are 

planting flowers and vegetables in our planters and gardens.  What do those plants need?  They need water; they need 

sunlight; they need fertilizer.  Without those things they will die.  You know that you need to eat, usually three or more 

times a day.  If you don’t eat, you will get weak and sick and eventually die.  You need what our Good Shepherd provides 

for his flock. 

 So what does he provide?  The early church would understand.  “They devoted themselves to the apostles’ 

teaching and to the fellowship and to the breaking of bread and to prayer.”  They devoted themselves.  This was 

something important.  This was not something that they could take or leave.  This was something that became the most 

important part of their lives, not just once in a while, not just monthly, not just weekly, but daily.  They would gather for 

worship around Christ’s bodily presence.  They would be where Christ said that he would be.   

 Where would Christ be found?  We say that our Lord is omnipresent, but we are not going to find him hiding 

behind a bush or a tree.  We are not going to find him hanging out at a mall or at Comerica Park.  We are going to find 

him where the Word is preached and the Sacraments are rightly administered.  That is where he promised that we could 

find him and his words of life. 

 That is so different from what many people say.  They look at their inner feelings.  They say that God spoke to 

their hearts and this is what God told them.  In many cases it is the very opposite of what the Scriptures say.  We are 

here to proclaim the death and resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ.  That is always the center of our worship.  In our 

worship we meet God and God meets us and we go out with joy to live our lives. 

 They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching.  What was the apostles’ teaching?  Obviously that centers 

around the Word of God.  The people had the Old Testament.  The problem was that they did not understand it.  They 

didn’t have the key.  There were some like Simeon who did understand it, but there were so many misconceptions.  The 

misconceptions came because people made the Scriptures read what they wanted to hear rather than what the 

Scriptures actually said.  The people wanted earthly things.  They wanted power.  They wanted Israel to be the leading 

world power.  They wanted their bellies filled.  They wanted food and gold and silver and camels and whatever else 

sounded good to them at the time.  They didn’t care about showing love or mercy toward others, especially toward 

widow and orphans and the poor.  They were very self-centered.  Does that sound familiar at all? 

 The apostles taught that Jesus was the fulfillment of the Scriptures.  He was the one who was born of a virgin as 

Isaiah had prophesied.  He was the great Prophet who would be raised up as Moses had prophesied.  He was the 

descendant of David who would be both David’s son and David’s Lord.  He would be the Good Shepherd that Psalm 23 

speaks of.  He would be the suffering Servant foretold by Isaiah who would take our sins and give us his righteousness. 

 Christ unlocks the Scriptures.  If we don’t understand that, we will never get it.  We will only see the Bible as a 

book of rules and regulations that we must observe.  Even today we see people trying to get right with God by straining 

at gnats and swallowing camels.  When we went to Jerusalem a number of years, we were on the 33rd floor of the hotel.  

On the Sabbath devout Jews felt that it was work to press the button of the elevator.  Therefore they had sabbat 

elevator that automatically stopped at every floor.  It may have taken a long time to get where they needed to go, but 

they were earning God’s favor, right?  Absolutely not!   We don’t earn God’s favor by not pushing an elevator button, 

but by believing in the One who fulfilled the Law perfectly in our place.   



 What is worship?  St. Luke defines it as three simple things: the apostles’ teaching and fellowship in the breaking 

of bread and prayers.    Did you happen to notice that we have all three of these things here, every Sunday?  Here our 

Lord Jesus, the Good Shepherd brings us life.  He gives us himself and the gifts of the forgiveness of sins, eternal life and 

salvation.  He comes to us in his Word, the teaching of the apostles and then he serves as host of the banquet that has 

no end.  He comes to us with his vey body and blood, crucified and now risen.  He gives this to us to strengthen our faith 

and assure us that our sins are forgiven.  Because Christ is present in this meal, all who have died in Christ are also 

present with him.  Wherever Christ is, there is heaven itself.  That is why we say “with angels and archangels and with all 

the company of heaven.”  We participate in the feast of heaven itself, a feast that has no end. 

 Prayer is not a means of grace.  Prayer is our response to the Means of Grace.  In prayer, we go to God, telling 

him what is on our minds.  We thank him for his blessings.  We ask him for blessings.  We confess our sins and we praise 

him for his love and mercy.  St. Luke says “the prayers.”  We follow certain prayers of the church.  During the Church 

Year we will follow the particular Sunday or festival day, looking at what is special and unique for that day.  The short 

prayer or collect at the beginning of the service goes back hundreds of years.  And we can never pray the Lord’s Prayer 

enough.  It is the perfect prayer taught us by our Lord himself. 

 And now what?  What happens to the Church after we receive Christ’s gifts in worship?  “All the believers were 

together and had everything in common.  Selling their possessions and goods, they gave to anyone as he had need.”  

Christ’s love compels us to love our neighbor.  The early Christians weren’t communists.  Communism takes what is ours 

and gives to someone else.  The early Christians gave freely to help those who were in need.  We do the same through 

our weekly offerings and special gifts.  We prioritize our budget to say how can we support the work of the Church here 

at home, in training our future workers, in sending missionaries throughout the world, in supporting Christina education 

to our youth, in serving our community and other things?  We also have special collections as we become aware of 

needs within our congregation and other places.  We also do these things as individuals, helping others, especially those 

of our own family. 

 We assemble very week to be fed by our Good Shepherd.  We proclaim that Jesus Christ has come, that he has 

shed his blood for the sin of the world, that he has risen from the dead and that he is still with us each and every day.  

He gives us his gifts of life today and for eternity.  Thanks be to our Good Shepherd!  AMEN. 


