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John 2:13-22 

JESUS WAS ALWAYS ABOUT HIS FATHER’S BUSINESS 

 

INI  

 Once upon a time there was a young boy who truly enjoyed going to the Lord’s house for worship.  Some 

children when they turn twelve are already trying to get out of going, but not this one.  He enjoyed traveling with his 

parents to Jerusalem every year for the celebration of the Passover.  Families traveled in caravans in those days and so, 

when the celebration was over, his parents thought that he was with his cousins and friends.  They did not find him 

there, so they returned to Jerusalem, worried sick.  They looked for him at all the places they thought that a twelve-

year-old boy might be found, but they were unsuccessful.  They finally found him in the temple courts, sitting among the 

teachers of the law and asking them questions.  Everyone was amazed by his understanding and his answers.  Mary and 

Joseph were understandably upset.  Their son simply said, “Why were you searching for me?  Didn’t you know that I had 

to be in my Father’s house?” 

 

 Now let’s fast forward eighteen years.  That child has now grown up.  Things often change and not for the 

better.  Many pastors will tell you of children that they had in confirmation class who were great students, but now, 

sadly, they don’t even go to church.  Was this true of Jesus?  Did he still have to be in his Father’s house?  Did he still 

have to be about his Father’s business?  Absolutely!  JESUS WAS ALWAYS ABOUT HIS FATHER’S BUSINESS. 

 

 So many events in Jesus’ life centered around the Passover celebration in Jerusalem.  The Passover was the most 

important festival of the year.  It commemorated God’s deliverance of the people of Israel from slavery in Egypt.  The 

blood of a lamb saved them from death.  It would point to the Messiah who was to come who would deliver his people 

from their slavery to sin, death, and the power of Satan.  We know that Jesus came to fulfill the Passover.  He came to 

be the Lamb of God who would take away the sin of the world.  The Passover celebration would point to Jesus as would 

all the ceremonies and sacrifices of the temple. 

 

 We know what a wonderful thing it is to celebrate a religious festival.  What a wonderful joy is ours at Christmas 

as we celebrate the birth of our Savior.  We know that our attention is focused on Jesus’ birth and nothing but Jesus’ 

birth, right?  Unfortunately, we know that is often not the case. For many people their celebration of Christmas is so 

occupied by peripheral things that they don’t even have time to celebrate the Christ child who was born in the manger.  

Some are so preoccupied by family and food and presents and other things that they don’t even go to church.  Similar 

things took place at the Passover festival 2000 years ago. 

 

 As Jesus came to Jerusalem, he would go to the temple courts.  It was there that the rabbis taught the sacred 

Scriptures.  What wonderful lessons could be taught concerning God’s love for his people: the faithful prophets who 

preached God’s Word, God’s forgiving love to an unfaithful people, the promise given to Adam and Eve in Paradise and 

repeated throughout the centuries that God would send a Deliverer to his people. 

 

 Animal sacrifices would be made.  You were to offer sacrifices at the temple.  The Law of Moses had all kinds of 

regulations concerning various sacrifices.   You also understand that it would be very difficult and cumbersome to bring 

an animal from long distances.  It was almost a hundred mile walk from Galilee to Jerusalem through mountains and 



valleys.  Would you really want to be bringing a sheep with you?  Wouldn’t it be much easier to buy a sheep in Jerusalem 

and sacrifice it there?  It would be much more convenient. 

 

 Do you think that the people who were involved with the animal sacrifices and their quality might just see a little 

opportunity for profit?  They could declare your animal unfit for sacrifice and then you would have to buy a new one.  

Where would you get it?  They would give you a bargain on a new lamb or goat.  They would then take your “unfit” 

animal and sell it to someone else.  They controlled the foreign currency exchange.  All of this business was controlled by 

a man named Annas and his sons.  If that name sounds familiar to you, it should.  Annas was the former high priest of 

Israel.  A number of his sons also served as high priest and his son-in-law was serving as high priest at that time, a man 

named Caiphas.  Are things starting to fall into place? 

 

 It was said that annual profits ran into millions of dollars, just like a city that hosts the Super Bowl or the Final 

Four.  And the high priest and his family got wealthier and wealthier.   Remember that the high priest was supposed to 

represent God before the people and the people before God.  All this buying and selling was done in what was called the 

court of the Gentiles.  The Gentiles were not allowed into the temple courts proper.  Now many were intrigued by this 

God of Israel.  He was nothing like the foreign gods that they had been worshipping.  They still needed to be instructed 

before they would become circumcised and full members of the community.  Some had to wonder.  Is this what true 

worship is all about? 

 

 Were they being drawn to true worship of the true God or were they learning that the most important thing for 

the church is making a buck?  All of this was taking place in the temple area.  The temple emphasized the very presence 

of God.  Is this what God wanted: dickering and bickering about the price of a lamb or currency conversion fees?  Were 

the people being taught to just go through the outward motions of worship?  It really didn’t matter what you believed as 

long as you paid your money and showed up when you were supposed to?  All of this went on with the knowledge and 

approval of the Jewish religious leaders, the high priest and his teachers of the Law. 

 

 All of a sudden the temple area was in turmoil.  Tables were being overturned, money was spilling out, people 

were scrambling for it, animals were fleeing, birds were flying, and some crazy guy was driving the merchants out with a 

homemade whip.  What was going on?  No one introduced him, and most didn’t even know who he was.  He introduced 

himself. 

 

 “Get these out of here!  How dare you turn my Father’s house into a market?”   It is interesting that we don’t 

see any resistance from the marketers and merchandisers.  Could it be that their own consciences knew that what they 

were doing wasn’t appropriate either? 

 

 Jesus purges as a prophet.  He reminds us of Moses who descended Mt. Sinai and saw his people indulging in 

revelry as they worshiped a golden calf.  Jesus is the Prophet and he claims to be the very Son of God.   Jesus does not 

say, “our Father’s house,” but rather “my Father’s house.”  Only he can make that divine claim! 

 

 The temple was where people of all nations were to come and seek God’s mercy.  The sacrifices were meant to 

remind the worshipers that without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness of sins.  Yet these animal sacrifices 

would have to be repeated day after day, year after year.  They could not take away sin forever.  They were there until 

the Messiah, the suffering Servant would take the sin of the world upon himself and his holy, precious blood would be 

the ultimate and final sacrifice for sin.  Only he could do it.  Human sinners have nothing to trade God for his favor.  We 

can only offer God our sin.  He will have mercy upon us. 

 



 Jesus showed a holy zeal for God’s house as he saw the temple area desecrated by people who should have 

known better.  God did not want the sacrifices.  He wanted the hearts of the people. Jesus was always about his Father’s 

business.  This incident took place at the very beginning of Jesus’ ministry right after he had performed his first miracle 

by changing water into wine at Cana. 

 

 I’m sure that many who had come to Jerusalem for the Passover lamented the sad state of affairs.  But no one 

did anything until now.  The leaders did not repent.  They did not acknowledge doing wrong.  Rather they challenged 

him to give them a sign of his authority to clear and cleanse the temple.  It would not be the last time they would 

demand a sign, a miracle, something out of the ordinary that would mark him as God’s appointed Prophet. 

 

 They didn’t want a prophet.  They wanted profit.  They wanted wealth, power, and control of the people.  They 

liked things exactly the way they were.  Who was this man who now thought that he had the authority to tell them what 

they could or could not do?  One wonders how many of the teachers of the law remembered that young boy eighteen 

years ago and whatever became of him.  Well, they knew now! 

 

 Jesus would promise them a sign, a miracle.  “Destroy this temple and I will raise it again in three days!”   Jesus 

uses a different word for temple here.  He refers to the temple proper, the Holy of Holies, the very dwelling place of 

God.  We know that he was speaking of his own body.  It is interesting how they could have missed the true temple of 

God that stood before them, but that is what unbelief does.  It rejects God’s Word and promises.  They were determined 

that they would destroy Jesus! 

 

 Isn’t it interesting how Jesus’ words remained with his enemies even after his death?  His disciples all forgot his 

promise to rise again on the third day, but his enemies didn’t.  They demanded that Pilate post a guard so that no one 

could come and steal the body of Jesus.  Jesus’ words would become a sign of judgment upon the religious leaders.  The 

resurrection is certainly a sign that divides people.  It has to be.  It is either true or it isn’t.  There is no middle ground.  

You either accept it by faith or you reject it in unbelief. 

 

 This was the first time that Jesus cleansed the temple for Passover.  He would return for the last Passover three 

years later.  The moneychangers had moved back.  Profits were still being made and God’s prophets were still being 

rejected.  Jesus was still about his Father’s business.  He set himself on a collision course with his enemies that would 

bring about his crucifixion and his resurrection. 

 

 Are we about our Father’s business?  Do we have a true zeal for the Lord’s house?  Sadly, many churches today 

have fallen into the same trap as those in Jerusalem.  It does not help the church’s image when they compete with 

casinos and lotteries with Vegas Night.  We don’t have fundraisers or expect the community to support our ministry.  

We fund our ministry to reach out into the community.  It is true that we have business expenses: utilities, office 

supplies, salaries of workers, and other things.  But the church is not a business.  We are not here to raise funds.  We are 

here to raise souls with the preaching of Jesus Christ as our crucified and risen Savior!  May we ever be about our 

Father’s business!  AMEN.   

 

 

 

    


