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Hosea 5:15-6:3 

COME, RETURN TO THE LORD IN REPENTANCE 

 

INI 

 “Surprise!  Surprise!  Surprise!”  Many of us remember Gomer Pyle from the Andy Griffith Show and Gomer Pyle, 

USMC.  Gomer was kind of a goofy guy and whenever he would say those words, his surprises usually didn’t turn out real 

well for Andy or Sergeant Carter.  Imagine if you came home from church this morning and you got a surprise.  A relative 

or a long lost friend was standing at your doorstep and told you that they were just passing through and decided to stop 

for a visit.  How would you feel?  Would you welcome such a surprise?  I’m sure that most of us would say, “Well, it 

depends on which relative or long lost friend was standing there.” 

 There would be other factors involved.  What are our past relationships with the person?  Were we really close 

or did we simply tolerate each other?  Is our home prepared to receive unannounced visitors?  What were our plans for 

the day beforehand?  We might have one of two reactions.  On the one hand, we might literally jump for joy at seeing 

someone who brings to mind warm memories and affection.  On the other hand, we might be outwardly wearing a smile 

but be seething inwardly at the gall of the person, particularly if our relationship was not that close and the person said 

that he was a little down on his luck and planned to stay for a couple of weeks or more.  Hosea the prophet would come 

home to such a surprise.  His surprise was something that surpasses any situation that we could possibly imagine.  It was 

positively shocking. 

 Hosea was told to take into his home someone he hadn’t known in any connection.  That person was neither a 

relative nor a friend.  On the contrary, it was the sort of person that a prophet of God would normally avoid. Hosea’s 

surprise was a woman named Gomer.  She was a woman who did not have a very good reputation.  God told Hosea not 

merely to be nice to her, but to marry her.  Gomer’s reputation was rotten, and as Hosea would learn, it was well 

founded.  She was unfaithful to God and she would be unfaithful to God’s prophet as well.  Yet God told Hosea to marry 

such a woman, take her into his home and have children with her.  This was indeed shocking!  

 Hosea’s surprise would affect not just one day, but every day of his life.  Not just Hosea but all of Israel was 

shocked by God’s directive.  A prophet, a servant of the true God, marrying such a notorious woman?  It was unheard of.  

It was unthinkable.  As you would well imagine, the news spread quickly.  As time went on, what everybody thought 

would happen, did happen.  Gomer returned to her old ways.  She was unfaithful to her husband.  Hosea looked 

ludicrous.  Why would God tell his prophet to do such a thing?  We will see that this morning as God invites us to COME, 

RETURN TO THE LORD IN REPENTANCE. 

 We can only imagine what Hosea felt as he learned that his wife was unfaithful to him and that his children 

might not be his own.  But God told him to love his unfaithful wife in spite of her adultery.  And Hosea did!  What God 

was trying to bring to mind to the nation of Israel was that this was a picture of them.  They were the ones who were 

unfaithful to God and God still loved them anyway.  God’s love was faithful and forever.  If Hosea seemed silly to go to 

Gomer again after her adultery, God would surprise Israel by the shocking extension of his love in the face of all that 

Israel had done. 

 The nation of Israel had left the Lord for other gods, Baal to be precise.  Baal was the Canaanite god of fertility.  

For many people, Baal was a god who promised many presents and they really didn’t have to make any kind of 

commitment.  All they needed was outward show.  Perform a variety of worship acts and Baal would respond with 



mechanical certainty.  If Baal was angry, you could please him by sacrificing your own children.  If Baal withdrew the 

winter and spring rains, you could engage in sexual acts with the temple prostitutes.  Baal would be aroused and restore 

the rains.  The Israelites didn’t want any kind of lifelong commitment to marriage with the God of Israel.  They preferred 

the casual affairs with other gods.  They wanted to be like all the other nations surrounding them.  They would try 

anything and everything else: other gods, sorcerers, alliances with other nations, and their own wiles and wisdom.  It 

wouldn’t work! 

 God would step in.  The problem was not either in the message that God’s prophets preached or in the 

messengers, but rather in the hardened hearts of the people who had turned their backs on the Lord in favor of other 

gods that catered to their sinful flesh.  God speaks here out of frustration and sorrow over Israel’s apostasy.  It is time 

for harsh measures. It is time for tough love.  “Then I will go back to my place until they admit their guilt.  And they will 

seek my face; in their misery they will earnestly seek me.”  

 God will go away from his people.  They wanted the Lord to leave them alone, so God will.  They need to come 

to their senses.  Have you ever tried to get ahold of a person and they won’t answer you?  You call and leave phone 

messages, text, e-mail, whatever.  They just don’t respond.  That’s what God would do.  He has to get their attention.  

One of the saddest things is when we deal with people, especially with those who have addictions, that they can’t see 

their problems.  They can’t see how serious their problem really is.  Sometimes that person has to hit rock bottom and 

lose his job, spouse, family, and health before he or she can get the help they really need. 

 God still loved his people even though they were unfaithful.  They were very much unlovable, but God still loved 

them anyway.  God would leave the nation of Israel alone to help them see the truth so that they would admit their 

guilt.  God sends pain to his people so that they might seek his face.   

 Repentance is a theme we hear over and over again in the Lenten Season.  Our Wednesday devotions have the 

theme: “Repent: Turn to Jesus!”  We hear about it so much that it becomes very easy for us to take it for granted.  Do 

we think of sin but lightly or suppose the evil great?  Do we see ourselves as sinners who have offended a just and holy 

God by our thoughts, words, and actions?  Or do we see ourselves as pretty good and certainly better than most?  What 

do you think of when you hear the word “Immorality?” Is it merely sexual sins like adultery and fornication?  Do you 

think of selfishness, greed, envy, jealousy, stubbornness, arrogance, lying, cheating, anger, hatred and stupidity?  There 

are many things that make us immoral. 

 And how do you react?  Do you rationalize your sin?  Everybody else is doing it so it must not be so bad.  Do you 

lash out at the one who has pointed out your sin and say, “How dare you lecture me?”  Do you feel that you are really 

not responsible for your own actions?  Do you blame other people for your sin?  “If he or she would not have done that, 

I would not have done what I did.” Do you blame God for what happened?  “God you weren’t there when I needed you, 

so I went and did it!”  Do you believe Satan’s lies?  What does God promise?  “No temptation has seized you except 

what is common to man.  And God is faithful; he will not let you be tempted beyond what you can bear.  But when you 

are tempted, he will also provide a way out so that you stand up under it.”  God does promise to give us the strength 

that we need when Satan does tempt us. 

 God wants to bring his people to repentance.  He will at times withdraw his grace from us in order to bring us to 

our senses.  “Come, let us return to the LORD.  He has torn us to pieces but he will heal us; he has injured us but he will 

bind up our wounds.  After two days he will revive us; on the third day he will restore us that we may live in his 

presence.”   Are these the words of Hosea calling the people to repentance and pointing them toward the promises of 

God to forgive fully and freely?  Or are they a statement of insincere repentance on the part of the nation of Israel?   



 If these are the words of Hosea, they point the people to God’s unfailing love and mercy.  God is like a surgeon.  

He puts a knife to the patient, not to destroy him, but to cut out the diseased tissue.  God uses the scalpel of the Law to 

bring us to an awareness of our sins.  His goal is the complete healing and restoration of life with him. 

 Perhaps more likely is that these words are words of insincere repentance of the part of the people of Israel.  

They wanted to treat the symptoms and not the disease.  We don’t hear even a hint of a confession of sin and guilt.  

They didn’t like the problems that they were facing.  They would say all the right words but they did not want to give 

their hearts to God.  They wanted good crops, nice weather and protection from calamity.  They didn’t want a Savior.  

They just wanted God as some sort of good luck charm so that they could have all their bases covered.  They would offer 

up an animal or two for sacrifice, but God shouldn’t expect more than that. 

 True repentance is never a human work.  God brings it about.  It is not a mechanical formula that we recite nor is 

it a work that we do in order to bring about God’s forgiveness.  It is an acknowledgement that we are inadequate.  We 

turn to God’s grace, his undeserved love, the very opposite of what we deserve.  We do not boast or brag about who we 

are or of what we have done.  We simply pray, “God, be merciful to me, a sinner!” 

 Martin Luther said, “The error of neither knowing nor understanding what sin is usually brings with it another 

error, that of neither knowing nor understanding what grace is.”  If we don’t understand how horrible sin is, that it is an 

offence to a holy God, and that just a single sin is enough to condemn us, then we will never appreciate the sacrifice that 

Jesus made for us.  There are many people who are aware of the things that happened during Jesus’ suffering and death.  

They just don’t apply it to their own lives.  If sin is no big deal, then God’s grace is no big deal either. 

 We are certainly reminded of the one who died on Good Friday.  In our Gospel lesson for today, Jesus spelled it 

out so clearly.  He would go to Jerusalem where he would be condemned and crucified.  On the third day he would be 

raised again to life.  Easter is our guarantee that Christ’s sacrifice paid for our sins forever.  Jesus was raised to life again 

to restore us so that we may live in God’s presence. 

 The good news is that God’s love and forgiveness is absolutely free.  Hosea would love Gomer even though she 

was unfaithful.  He would forgive her and restore her.  God does the same for every one of us.  Come, let us return to 

the Lord in repentance!  Acknowledge your sins and see your Savior!  AMEN.   

  


