
Rev. Gregory Gibbons 

Lola Park Lutheran Church 

Redford, MI 48239 

 

 Luke 23:32-34 

REPENT: TURN TO JESUS; HE LONGS TO FORGIVE YOU 

 

INI 

 Change is part of life.  Change can be a good thing or a bad thing.  We laugh when we look at pictures that were 

taken thirty years ago.  What possessed us to buy that outfit and why did we like it so much?  We ask why did we ever 

want to get a computer or cell phone and now we wonder what did we ever do without them?  We enjoy changes in 

scenery.  We like to visit new places.  We enjoy changes to our daily routine, sometimes!  I know that I have enjoyed all 

the natural changes of life.  I’ve been an infant, a child, a teenager, a young adult.  I’ve enjoyed them all, but I really 

don’t want to go back.   

 Jesus Christ, true God and true man, made the changes of human life his own.  He changed his home from 

Bethlehem to Nazareth and then to Capernaum.  He experienced changes in work.  He learned the trade of a carpenter 

and became the world’s greatest rabbi.  He enjoyed changes of pace.  He could be found among the hundreds of 

thousand pilgrims at the annual festivals in Jerusalem and at other times in quiet places to pray.  He was born and grew 

from Bethlehem’s baby to the boy in the Temple to the feeder of the 5000.  Jesus was no stranger to the changes of 

human life! 

 There is a saying: “The more things change, the more they stay the same.”  How true that is with our Lord Jesus.  

The Scriptures tell us: “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever.”  He is always loving, always gracious 

and always forgiving!  One of the most amazing things about Jesus’ grace is that it is constant and abundant.  He never 

runs out of grace.  We don’t ever have to worry about that.  He is not moody, forgiving one day and then resentful the 

next.  We see such a beautiful picture of his love and grace as he was crucified! 

 Crucifixion was a horrible thing.  It was fairly common 2000 years ago, but we don’t see any capital punishment 

here in America today.  St. Luke simply says, “They crucified him there.”  St. Luke, a physician, expected his hearers to be 

familiar with crucifixion.  We confess our Lord’s crucifixion every week in the Apostles’ Creed: “I believe in Jesus Christ, 

his only Son, our Lord, who…was crucified.”  We hear the words so often that we really don’t reflect upon them.  We 

may think of our Savior’s sufferings more in the Lenten season, but I think that it is very fair to say that there are many 

days that go by when we don’t think about them at all.  How easy it is to forget that the Lord of life willingly took on 

flesh so that he could die our death.  How simple it is to simply gloss over the torture and anguish that he felt in both 

body and soul.   

 “They crucified him there.”  Yet Jesus remains the loving obedient Son of his heavenly Father.  As you could well 

imagine, people who were crucified, showed their hate for those who were carrying out this horrible torture.  They 

cursed and swore and cursed some more.  They began begging for mercy and a quick death until their voices gave out.  

Jesus was always different.  He did not curse or swear to get even with his tormentors.  We talked last week about how 

they all made fun of him because of his seeming inability to save himself.  He could have come down from the cross at 

any time.  He could have destroyed all of those who were cursing him.  He could have done a million things.  He did the 

one thing that we would never expect.  He confidently prayed to his Father in heaven.  And what does he pray for? 

“Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing.”  Even with nails in his hands, mercy was on his mind! 

 “Father, forgive them.”  Jesus praying for forgiveness should not surprise us.  He had a pretty good track record.  

Even his forerunner, John the Baptist, came “preaching a baptism or repentance for the forgiveness of sins.”  When 



Jesus himself came, the forgiving of sin continued.  When Jesus encountered a paralyzed man, he forgave his sins and 

gave him the ability to walk again.  The last two Sundays we saw our Savior’s love and forgiveness for a Samaritan 

woman and a man who had been born blind.  Some of them have names: Simon Peter, Matthew, Zacchaeus, 

Bartimaeus, and a doubting Thomas.  Others are not known to us, but their names are written in the book of heaven.  

Jesus gave his disciples the keys to the kingdom: to forgive or loose the sins of those who are repentant and to retain the 

sins of the unrepentant.  He taught us to pray, “Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.”  Yes, the 

risen Jesus would commission his disciples telling them that “repentance for the forgiveness of sins will be preached in 

his name to all nations.”  Forgiveness was what Jesus was all about. 

 That Jesus is loving and forgiving comes as no surprise.  The people that Jesus was willing to forgive?  Now that’s 

the shocker!  Father, forgive them! 

 Who is the “them?”  The immediate context would seem to be the Roman soldiers who were carrying out their 

duty by nailing our Lord to the cross.   Some of the men perhaps had carried out hundreds of crucifixions.  They were 

used to it.  We talked last week about their insults.  They lived a rough life.  They were in desperate need of forgiveness, 

not only for Jesus’ crucifixion, but also for their entire lives. 

 But, of course, there were many more.  There were the religious leaders who really had no excuse.  They were 

able to listen to many of Jesus’ sermons.  They saw the people that Jesus had healed and yet carried out their wicked 

plan.  There was Pontius Pilate, the Roman governor, who actually had the opportunity to interview Jesus, was 

convinced that he was innocent, and still signed the death warrant to save his own skin.  There were the faceless 

members of the mob who shouted out, “Crucify him!  Crucify him!”  There were those who cursed him, spit in his face, 

wielded a whip, and cheered his death.  Soldier or slave, governor or priest, criminal or disciple, Jew or Gentile, man or 

woman, rich or poor, believer or currently unbeliever, there were plenty of people who needed forgiveness and Jesus 

would pray for them. 

 Now you may wonder why Jesus prayed to the Father that he would forgive these people rather than pronounce 

a message of absolution upon them as he would do with the dying thief on the cross.  The thief on the cross was 

penitent.  He was repentant.  Those that Jesus was praying for at this time were still impenitent.  Absolution is only for 

the penitent.  These people were acting in ignorance.  In a sense they knew exactly what they were doing.  At least some 

did.  Others were caught up in a mob mentality.  They were still guilty.  They did not realize that they were killing the 

author of life.  They did not and could not realize that by their very action, God’s plan of salvation would come to 

fruition.  The forgiveness of sins for all people could only come from the death of God’s beloved Son.  Such a knowledge 

could only come by faith. 

 Jesus’ prayer would be answered on the day of Pentecost.  As Peter preached the harshest Law and the 

sweetest Gospel, 3000 people were converted.  The Church would continue to grow.  We think of a man named Saul 

from Tarsus, whose lifelong goal was to persecute Christians and put them to death.  He would become the great 

Apostle Paul.  There are millions throughout the ages who came to know the sweet sound of forgiveness. 

 And then there are the people in our pews tonight: you and me.  Jesus says “Father, forgive them!”  We know 

our sins, at least I hope that we do.  I don’t think that any one of us would like to see or have others see a five minute 

highlight reel of our worst moments in life.  Things that we said to our parents behind their backs, lies we told our 

parents, our teachers, our bosses, the gossip we spread about someone in school or at work, our cursing and swearing, 

books, magazines and internet pictures that we should have turned away from, drunkenness, people that we could have 

helped but simply walked away from, spending thousands of dollars on frivolous things while giving leftovers for church 

and charities.  Oh, I think that highlight reel could last a lot longer than five minutes! 



 And yes, Jesus forgives you and me.  The night before his death, Jesus told his disciples, “Greater love has no one 

than this: to lay down one’s life for one’s friends.”  Christ’s death makes enemies into friends, sinners into saints, and 

you and me into God’s sons and daughters. 

 Let’s get this clear.  There is no sin you commit that Jesus’ sacrifice does not remit.  There is no guilt that you 

bear that Jesus’ cross does not lift.  There is no past that Jesus did not die to forgive and forget.  Our father Adam 

stretched out his hands toward a tree to pick forbidden fruit and brought death.  Our brother Jesus stretched out his 

pierced hands upon the cross and brings us life.  Yes, he would show those hands to a doubting Thomas and to the rest 

of the apostles and assure them of his lasting peace that brings the forgiveness of sins. 

 Jesus’ sacrifice for the sin of the world is the very foundation of our faith.  He came into this world to do his 

Father’s will.  He would do everything necessary to accomplish that.  It meant that he would allow himself to be 

arrested, tried, condemned, beaten and nailed to the cross.  He would deny himself water.  He would endure the agony 

of hell itself, being forsaken by his Father.  He would stay on the cross until it was finished, everything!  Our sins were 

paid for.  Forgiveness was ours. 

 No matter who you are, no matter what you have done, there is forgiveness for you.  Like the thief on the cross 

we have nothing to offer God but our sins.  He offers us everything.  “But if anybody does sin, we have an advocate with 

the Father – Jesus Christ, the Righteous One.  He is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not only for ours but also for 

the sins of the whole world.”  Some things in this world change; others don’t.  Jesus’ love and forgiveness are always 

there.  They are free to all through the gift of faith in his blood.  Turn to Jesus!  Always Jesus!  Only Jesus!  AMEN. 


