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CHRIST, THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD, GIVES SIGHT TO THE BLIND 

 

INI 

 One of the scariest moments of my life occurred a number of years ago.  I was going to Louisiana for my 

nephew’s wedding.  I wasn’t feeling that great.  I had a cold that I just couldn’t shake for weeks.  I went to the doctor.  

My regular doctor was on vacation so I saw someone else in the office.  He told me that I had a viral infection, but he 

gave me a prescription.  “Take these for a week and you’ll be feeling better in no time!”  It sounded good.  We flew 

down to New Orleans and got a rental car.  All of a sudden I couldn’t see.  Everything was a blur.  I couldn’t read any 

street signs or even make out objects.  I had to stop the car immediately and turn the driving over to my wife.  I couldn’t 

even help her by navigating. 

 I learned later that the drugs that the doctor had prescribed had interacted with the medicines that I was 

already taking for diabetes.  It threw my blood sugar way out of whack.  My problem lasted only a short time, but I 

realized once again what a precious gift god gives us in sight. 

 If I had friends like Job, they might have told me that my condition was the direct result of a particular sin that I 

had committed.  God was punishing me for that sin, so I had better remember what it was, confess it and ask for 

forgiveness.  I’m happy that my wife didn’t take that approach, accusing me of having an affair or something like that.  

She simply took the wheel and drove. 

 Yet we know that ideas like that are spooking about, not merely with those who aren’t Christians, but often with 

those who are.  When we deal with illnesses, handicaps, death of loved ones, loss of employment, or natural disasters 

like fires or floods, people will ask the question: “Is God punishing me for something that I did?  Did I commit some 

particular sin for which I am unaware that God is now meting out his just punishment?”  That is the question that will be 

answered this morning as we see JESUS, THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD, GIVES SIGHT TO THE BLIND. 

 Jesus and his disciples were in Jerusalem.  They came upon a man who had been blind form birth.  Blindness was 

a horrible thing in those days.  There was no Braille to help someone to read.  There were no schools for the blind.  One 

was usually reduced to begging for one’s daily bread.  Blind people were objects of pity.  The disciples asked the 

question, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” 

 The prevailing opinion of the day was that every suffering can be traced to some particular sin.  If the man’s 

blindness was a punishment for his own sin, then it had to be a sin that he had committed before he was even born, 

while he was still in his mother’s womb.  On the other hand, if a sin of the parents had brought on the lifelong blindness, 

then it just didn’t seem fair that the son, rather than the parents, would have to suffer. 

 We know that we often deal with cause and effect.  Sometimes we may suffer because of something that we 

did.  A person who drove drunk, crashed his car into a tree and is paralyzed from the waist down, can only blame 

himself.  Another person was unfaithful to his wife and she divorced him.  Another person embezzled funds from work, 

was fired and went to prison.  In many cases we see that our misfortune is due directly to a particular thing we have 

done in the past. 



 But that is not true in every case.  Every time a person gets cancer or Parkinson’s disease, it is not the result of a 

specific sin.  Every time a person loses their job or loses their fortune cannot always be traced to something that they 

did.  We live in a sinful world.  We are all sinners, but God does not always punish us for a specific sin. 

 God allows suffering and handicaps to happen so that he can show his grace and mercy.  “Neither this man nor 

his parents sinned, but this happened so that the work of God might be displayed in his life.”  Jesus is going to use this 

tragic situation to show that he is the Son of God.  He is going to use this situation to bring people to saving faith in him.  

He is going to show that he is the Light of the world who gives sight to the blind. 

 Jesus will give this man sight.  He spit on the ground, made some mud, put it on the man’s eyes and told him to 

go wash in the pool of Siloam. Now Jesus could have simply said, “See!” and the man would have had sight.  He did it 

this way so that the man could show faith and trust in him.  We think of how he comes to us through the preaching of 

men, through simple water in Holy Baptism and mere bread and win in the Lord’s Supper.  He tells us to trust what he is 

saying.  The blind man did as Jesus directed and he was able to see completely. 

 This was a great miracle and everyone was talking about it.  This was a man that everybody knew.  This was no 

parlor trick where one pretended blindness for a while.  Everyone knew that he had been blind from birth and now was 

able to see.  How could such a thing happen?  They had to find the cause of this miracle. 

 Now our old friends the Pharisees enter the picture.  They are looking for a reason to discredit Jesus and 

eventually kill him.  Jesus had given sight to this man on the Sabbath day.  Some immediately said, “This man is not from 

God, for he does not keep the Sabbath.” Jesus could not be a prophet or a divine healer. He certainly couldn’t be the 

Messiah because he openly violated the Law of Moses. Now God had given the Sabbath Day to the nation of Israel. He 

wanted no work to be done on the Sabbath. He wanted the people to assemble and worship him. But the Pharisees took 

their own man made interpretations and injected them into the commandment. In no way had God forbidden works of 

love and mercy on the Sabbath. Mothers were free to take care of their sick children. You could assist an elderly person 

who had fallen. Such works of love never even crossed the minds of many Pharisees. 

 Others differed sharply with the first group. “How can a sinner do such miraculous signs?” They admitted the 

reality of not only this miracle, but of others that Jesus had performed. He had cleansed lepers and healed paralytics. He 

fed the multitudes and cast out demons. A person could do those things only if God had given the power to do so. Jesus 

did those things. Therefore he could not be a sinner under God’s curse. 

 So now they turn to the man who had been born blind. “What have you to say about him? It was your eyes he 

opened.” This man knew the hostility of the Pharisees. It was no secret that they hated Jesus and that intensity was 

rising. They had already made it well known that anyone who confessed Jesus as the Christ would be put out of the 

synagogue or excommunicated. They could be very intimidating. He could denounce his healer and win the approval of 

the religious leaders. 

 Instead he made a bold confession of faith. “He is a prophet.” We did not read all the verses of this chapter. I 

would encourage you to do so this week. The Pharisees would keep badgering this man and his parents. We see this 

man’s faith becoming ever stronger. He stands up to his accusers. “Whether he is a sinner or not, I don’t know. One 

thing I do know. I was blind but now I see.” Is it that difficult for you to understand? The evidence is all there right in 

front of you. I was blind. Jesus gave me sight. He is a man sent from God. 

 He even turns the table on them. He says, “I have told you already, and you did not listen. Why do you want to 

hear it again? Do you want to become his disciples too? If this man were not from God, he could do nothing.” What 

could the Pharisees do at that point? They couldn’t argue logically. So they simply answered him with insults and threw 

him out of the synagogue. 



 Jesus gave the blind man sight. That was a tremendous miracle. But there was something even more important. 

He received the gift of spiritual sight. He could see what the Pharisees were unable to see by their unbelief. He could 

clearly see that Jesus was the Son of God, the Savior of the world sent from heaven. He could make that confession. 

 Jesus came to this man and asked him, “Do you believe in the Son of Man?” “Who is he sir?” the man asked. 

“Tell me so that I may believe in him.” Jesus said, “You have now seen him; in fact, he is the one speaking with you.” 

Then the man said, “Lord, I believe,” and he worshipped him. This man had the second gift of healing. He was brought 

from spiritual blindness to faith. 

 That faith was accompanied by confession. Faith always is accompanied by confession. Every week we confess in 

the Apostles’ and Nicene Creeds that Jesus Christ is the eternal Son of God who took on human flesh and bought us back 

from our slavery to sin, death and the power of Satan by his life, death and resurrection. We don’t merely acknowledge 

Jesus as a mere prophet or do-gooder, but as our only hope, our Savior sent from heaven. 

 That confession is accompanied by worship. We can’t claim to be Christians and not worship the one that we 

confess. God comes to us in our worship with his gifts of the forgiveness of sins, life and salvation and strengthens our 

faith. In the Lenten season we see his marvelous love in his willingness to go to the cross and suffer God’s punishment 

for our sins. In a few weeks we celebrate his victory over death itself. How could we possibly see these things as no big 

deal? 

 “For judgment I have come into this world, so that the blind will see and those who see will become blind.” The 

word used for judgment is neutral. The verdict of judgment can be either favorable or unfavorable, either one of 

acquittal or one of condemnation. There will always be two outcomes. Some will believe in Jesus as the Son of God. 

Their natural spiritual blindness will be removed by faith and they can see clearly. Others like the Pharisees who thought 

they could see will continue to walk around in spiritual blindness. God will eternally reject them for their unbelief and 

refusal to see. 

 Jesus Chris is the Light of the World. He has called us out of eternal darkness to the light of eternal life. Believe in 

him, confess him and worship him! AMEN. 


