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John 12:20-33 

THE HOUR HAS COME FOR THE SON OF MAN TO BE GLORIFIED 

 

INI  

 If you’ve ever had an operation, you know the feeling well.  Whether it is triple bypass or an appendectomy or 

knee replacement or anything else, you have a lot of mixed feelings.  You want the problem to be fixed, but you are very 

nervous.  The doctor or the hospital gave you a list of things that you should and should not do before surgery.  You have 

the date marked on the calendar and you count down the days.  Finally, the day comes.  You fill out all the paperwork 

and get prepped for surgery.  You meet with the doctor and the anesthesiologist beforehand.  Then they take you down 

the hallway to the operating room.  They give you the anesthesia and you pray that everything will be fine.  You hope to 

wake up and see the face of your spouse or child.  It can be very scary. 

 

 The time had come for our Lord Jesus to finish the work that he came to do.   He was in Jerusalem for the 

Passover.  As we look at the events that would take place that week, we know that there were only two possible 

explanations.  Either Jesus was totally unaware of what was awaiting him, or he knew exactly what was going to happen.  

Either he found himself in the wrong place at the wrong time with the wrong people or this was exactly what had to 

happen according to God’s plan of salvation.  Let there be absolutely no doubt whatsoever!  THE HOUR HAS COME FOR 

THE SON OF MAN TO BE GLORIFIED! 

 

 We know that Jesus came into this world to die for the sin of the world.  God had a plan and it would happen 

according to his timetable.   Jesus would not die shortly after birth when Herod’s soldiers hunted down every baby born 

in the town of Bethlehem.  He would not die when the people of his hometown of Nazareth wanted to throw him off a 

cliff. He would not die at the Feast of Tabernacles when the Pharisees sent the temple guards to arrest him.  His hour 

had not yet come. 

 

 “His hour had not yet come.”  We hear those words many times in the Gospel of St. John.  When Jesus 

performed his first miracle at Cana by changing water into wine, his mother Mary expected him to do something.  Jesus 

told her, “My hour has not yet come!”  And then he performed his first sign.  Jesus would perform many miraculous 

signs that would point to him being the Messiah.  They would fulfill the prophecies given to Moses, David, Isaiah, 

Jeremiah and others.  He was indeed the One who was to come, the Son of God sent from heaven to be our Savior. 

 

 Now the hour had come.  We are on Tuesday of Holy Week.  There were some Greeks who had come to 

Jerusalem for the Passover festival.  Another word for Greeks was Gentiles.  These were people who had been attracted 

to Judaism for a number of reasons.  There was the worship of only one God, rather than many.  These was an emphasis 

on living a moral life.  Not everyone was attracted to sexual promiscuity with anyone and everyone.  Perhaps some of 

the Gentiles were not ready for things like circumcision.  They wanted to explore all their options.  They wanted to know 

more, and they especially wanted to know more about this rabbi and prophet, Jesus of Nazareth. 

 

 Everyone wanted to know about Jesus.  The big question was, “Will he show up for the Passover?”  It was no 

secret that the Pharisees and teachers of the Law wanted Jesus dead. They had posted a reward for his capture, but 

Jesus was too popular.  There was no way that they were going to arrest him in the temple courts as he taught on 

Monday and Tuesday.  They would look for another way.  Everyone had an opinion about Jesus.  You couldn’t be neutral.  



Some looked at him as a raving lunatic.  Some saw him as a liar and deceiver of the people.  Some saw him as their hope 

to return to the glory days of Israel with the physical kingdom of David and Solomon.  Still others saw him as a healer 

and miracle worker and finally, some saw him as the very Son of God. 

 

 The Greeks came to one of Jesus’ disciples, Philip, most likely because he had a Greek name.  They had a very 

simple request.  “Sir, we would like to see Jesus!”  They wanted to have an interview with Jesus.  They wanted to base 

their opinion of him, not on what other people were saying, but rather by making their own judgment on his words and 

actions. 

 

 Jesus was at the Temple.  33 years previously he had been at the Temple when an aged man by the name of 

Simeon took the baby Jesus in his arms and said, “My eyes have seen your salvation, which you have prepared in the 

sight of all people, a light for revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to your people Israel.”  The prophet Isaiah spoke 

repeatedly about the Messiah coming to the Gentiles: “Nations will come to your light and kings to the brightness of 

your dawn.” John the Baptist proclaimed Christ as the Lamb of God who would take away the sin of the world. 

 

 “We would like to see Jesus!”  What a wonderful request!  That is the reason that we are here this morning.   

We are here to see Jesus, and we are here to see the Jesus that is revealed in the sacred Scriptures.  Sadly, not every 

congregation that claims to be Christian, will show us that Jesus.  That would be too controversial. 

 

 The Jesus that we want to see and that we need to see is the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End.  

He is concealed in the Old Testament and revealed in the New Testament.  He is true God, begotten of the Father from 

all eternity and also true man, born of the Virgin Mary.  He is my Lord and my Savior.  He is going to call us not to 

halfhearted devotion, but rather to full-time discipleship.  That is the Jesus that we want to and must see. 

 

 The hour has now come for the Son of Man to be glorified.  How does this glory take place?   Most people think 

of Jesus being glorified through miracles like healing the sick, giving sight to the blind, walking on water, feeding the 

multitudes, and other miracles. But the greatest glory will come as Jesus is humiliated by becoming obedient unto death, 

even death on a cross. 

 

 Last Sunday, I talked to you about the craziest cure ever as the Israelites, bitten by poisonous snakes, were told 

to look up at a bronze snake on a pole, if they wanted to have the antidote to the poison running through their bodies.  

God would give them an object lesson in faith.  But this was even crazier!   Jesus would die by crucifixion.  This was both 

a very painful death and a very shameful death.  Only the worst of criminals were crucified.  That was how Jesus was 

going to die.  The hour had come for the Son of Man to be glorified! 

 

 It sounds insane!   The message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing.  It is a stumbling block to 

the Jews and foolishness to the Gentiles, but to those who are being saved, it is the power of God and it is the wisdom of 

God.  It always has been and always will be.  Christ’s true glory is going to come through the cross. 

  

   Jesus is the seed that is going to die so that it can produce many seeds.  Jesus is the Seed of the woman.  He is 

the Seed of Abraham.  He will die, and he will produce faith in both Jew and Gentile.  Next Tuesday is the first day of 

spring. I look forward to that day every year.  Some years we have previews already in February with sixty-degree days 

followed by another snowstorm and cold, but we know that it is coming.  The grass will get green, the trees will bud, and 

the flowers will sprout.  You can’t stop it!  Jesus is the seed that will be planted.  He will die and as he promised, he will 

rise again on the third day.  Two weeks from today, we will celebrate that day that we call Easter.  On Good Friday 

afternoon everything will look dark and gloomy, but the light will come shining forth.  Nothing can stop the Light of the 



world.  You cannot stop it.  Death cannot stop it! Hell cannot stop it!  Satan cannot stop it!  The hour has come for the 

Son of Man to be glorified! 

 

 “Now my soul is troubled, and what shall I say? ‘Father, save me from this hour?’ No, it was for this very reason I 

came to this hour.  Father, glorify your name!”  Jesus knew exactly what was coming.  This was war on the spiritual 

plane.  The Son of God would fight against Satan and all his force of sin, death, and hell. He is going to fight alone.  He is 

not going to use the full power and glory that he had as the Son of God.  He is not going to call on his angelic forces to 

stand beside him.  He will go to the cross where he will be forsaken by his Father.  He will take the deadly poison of our 

sin into his own body.  He will drink and drain the cup of his Father’s wrath upon that sin. 

 

 Jesus prays, “Father, glorify your name!”  Jesus certainly has glorified the Father through his words and works.  

God the Father audibly approved of his Son at Jesus’ baptism and on the Mount of Transfiguration.  And now the Father 

speaks again.  “I have glorified it, and I will glorify it again.”  The greatest glory to God will come through the cross.  The 

suffering and death of the Son of God would not bring shame and disgrace to God as many would suppose.  Rather, they 

would glorify God’s name, fulfilling the Scriptures and carrying out God’s original promise to crush the head of Satan.  

Christ’s death signified the defeat of Satan and the salvation of the world. 

 

 “Now is the time for judgment on this world; now the prince of this world will be driven out.  And I, when I am 

lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to myself.”  We could not win the war against Satan.  He is too powerful, 

too cunning for us.  If he deceived Adam and Eve in a perfect world, how could we ever hope to defeat him?  We needed 

a champion, one who would fight for us, one who could win that war.  That champion is our Lord Jesus!  He would pay 

for every sin in full by his death on the cross.  Satan would be driven out and our sins wiped away forever.  Satan is 

defeated and can only look helplessly by. 

 

 We know how people are powerless over certain things, whatever they may be.  We know addictions to alcohol, 

cigarettes, drugs, gambling, and sex can hold people in their grasp.  We are all addicted and attracted to sins of many 

kinds.  They have a powerful hold on us.  But Christ is stronger.  The cross is a greater magnet.  By Jesus’ death and 

resurrection, he pulls us away from sin to a new life of holiness.  He won for us the forgiveness of sins.  He gives us this 

gift free of charge.  He gave us this pardon at the cost of his own life.  It changes our lives forever. 

 

 The hour has now come.  One week from today we enter Jerusalem for Palm Sunday.  The true glory of Christ 

will come through the cross as he is lifted up and draws us to himself.  This is God’s plan for you, for me, and for the 

world!  AMEN. 


