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Matthew 2:1-12 

WISE MEN STILL SEEK HIM 

 

INI  

 Another year has rolled around.  The year 2017 has passed.  We couldn’t bring it back even if we wanted to.  The 

year 2018 has begun and we are already seven days into it. Whenever we have a new year, we look back and we look 

ahead.  We think of the past year and what has gone right.  There are things that we did that we want to continue doing.  

There are things that didn’t go so well that we would like to change.  Obviously there are things that are out of control, 

things that we didn’t plan for, things that just happened.  But there are things that we can control and in the New Year 

we would like to do something about them. 

 

 People like to make New Year’s resolutions to improve their lives.  That is a good thing.  We’d all like to be happy 

and healthy.  We might resolve to get more exercise and lose some weight.  We might resolve to eat fewer desserts or 

give up drinking pop.  We might resolve to save more money and put it away into our retirement account.  These are all 

good things that we may or may not be able to accomplish. 

 

 Have you set spiritual goals for this New Year?  Moses said in Psalm 90: “Teach us to number our days aright, 

that we may gain a heart of wisdom.”  Doesn’t that sound good, having a heart of wisdom?  I hope so.  Where do we 

find this heart of wisdom?  We aren’t going to find it here on earth by ourselves.  No matter how many books we read or 

how many self-improvement courses we take, we cannot find true wisdom without God.  There are many people that 

are considered to be wise.  They may have money and power and prestige, but they are missing the one thing needful.  

They don’t know God. They may gain the entire world, but lose their very soul. Today we are going to look at some 

people who were considered “wise men.”  Their wisdom would come from God.  Many of us have received a Christmas 

card sometime in our lives with the message: “WISE MEN STILL SEEK HIM.”  We see that still is true. 

 

 The story we have is a very familiar one, yet it is shrouded in mystery.  Who were these wise men?  Where did 

they come from?  How did they know so much?  What did they truly know?  Why were they not discouraged when they 

came to Jerusalem and were met with only fear and ignorance? Why didn’t the chief priests and teachers of the Law go 

with them on their journey?  Why didn’t Herod go with them?  What was the miraculous star?  Many of these questions 

will remain unanswered. 

 

 “We three kings of orient are!”  So goes the familiar song.  Already we may have found three mistakes.  First of 

all we don’t know how many wise men there were.  The number three comes from the fact that they brought three gifts.  

There may have been more than that.  Secondly they weren’t kings.  They are called Magi, people from the priestly class, 

learned people who knew astronomy and science.  “Wise men” was an apt description, especially because of their quest.  

Finally they were not from the orient.  In all probability they were from Babylon or Persia, modern day Iran. 

 

 These men set out on a quest.  Perhaps they didn’t know too much.  They saw a star, an unfamiliar star.  That 

piqued their interest.  Perhaps they were familiar with the Old Testament prophecy that “a star will come out of Jacob; a 

scepter will rise out of Israel.”  Why would they be familiar with that?  People like Daniel would let their light shine when 

they were in exile.  Daniel faithfully served the Babylonians and Persians without ever compromising his faith in the one 

true God. 



 

 They wanted true wisdom.  They wanted to know more.  And so they were willing to do whatever it took.  They 

set out on their journey, even though it might take months.  It would cost money, not only for the gifts, but travel 

expenses as well.  It meant inconvenience.  They would be away from family and friends and all their normal work and 

commitments.  Yet this was fine with them.  They wanted to see the one who was the newborn king of the Jews.  Have 

you ever stopped to consider how this quest sounded?  You are making a journey to a strange land.  You are a 

Babylonian from the land of Iran going to foreign Palestine among the Israelites dominated by the Romans asking the 

whereabouts of a Jewish baby king.  Amazing! 

 

 Where would you go?  The obvious answer is that you would go to Jerusalem, the capital of Israel.  It has been a 

long journey and you expect that the city of Jerusalem has had one long celebration at the birth of its newborn king.  

You expect torches lit, trumpets blowing and people dancing in the streets.  All you hear is crickets!  Luther says that 

even the birth of a puppy would have caused more excitement.  Why weren’t the people interested?  Didn’t they even 

care?  We know that they shepherds were excited.  St. Luke tells us: “when they had seen the baby Jesus, they spread 

the word concerning what had been told them about this child, and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds 

said to them.”  Jerusalem was only six miles away from Bethlehem.  You would have thought that some word had 

trickled into the city. 

 

 They go to the obvious place.  They go to King Herod and ask, “Where is the one who has been born king of the 

Jews?  We saw his star in the east and have come to worship him.”  Surely Herod and the Jewish religious leaders would 

know.  Surely they have been celebrating his birth for a long time! 

 

 Yet they knew nothing!  They certainly should have. Herod called together all the chief priests and teachers of 

the Law and asked them where the Christ was to be born.  They had the answers.  The prophet Micah spelled it out very 

clearly: “But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for out of you will 

come a ruler who will be the shepherd of my people Israel.”  Why didn’t the chief priests and teachers of the Law go to 

Bethlehem long before this?  Why did they simply ignore it?  They had knowledge, but they didn’t possess wisdom.  

They had facts but they didn’t know what to do with them. 

 

 Why would this be?  As we study the story of our Lord Jesus, we know that the religious leaders wanted nothing 

to do with him.  It didn’t matter how many prophesies he fulfilled.  It didn’t matter how many miracles he performed.  It 

didn’t matter what he said or did.  They controlled the religious life of Israel.  Even though the Romans were occupying 

the land, they were still in charge of the religious life.  That meant money and it meant power.  They really didn’t care 

about the Scriptures and what they said about the coming Messiah.  They were fine with the way things were.  Things 

were not going to change as far as they were concerned! 

 

` Herod?  He was another matter.  This was the man known as Herod the Great and by all earthly standards he 

was.  He was known for magnificent building projects.  He was a very powerful man who loved power and he was not 

going to give it up.  He would tolerate no rivals to his throne.  He had killed his wife and a number of his own sons that 

he saw as potential rivals to his power.  He killed people because they didn’t give him the respect that he felt that he 

deserved.  When Herod heard about this newborn King of the Jews, he was disturbed and all Jerusalem with him. 

 

 Yes, Herod was disturbed and all Jerusalem with him.  The people knew what it meant if Herod was disturbed.  It 

meant a potential bloodbath.  It meant prison and torture and death for those who sympathized with this newborn king 

of the Jews.  They didn’t want any part of that.  How sad it was that Herod and the religious leaders did not think of their 

eternal souls and the promised Savior.  They thought only of their own power and prestige. 



 

 Strange, isn’t it?  You have Gentiles, pagans who did not know the true God, searching for wisdom in finding the 

Savior, while those who should have been looking all along wanted nothing to do with him.  Fools would become wise 

and the wise would become fools.  Herod was a true hypocrite.  He sent the wise men on their way, asking them to 

come back and tell him where he too, could find this newborn king.  He, of course, had no intentions of doing so.  He 

wanted to kill the baby Jesus and he would go on a bloodthirsty rampage later, killing all the baby boys of Bethlehem, 

the Holy Martyrs. 

 

 The wise men would continue their journey.  They would come to where the baby Jesus was now living in a 

house.  This did not bother them.  Although they assumed that Jesus perhaps would be found in a palace, they accepted 

by faith that their newborn king would be found in a humble dwelling with his parents. 

 

 And so they brought their gifts fit for a king: gold, incense and myrrh.  They worshiped the king and gave their 

offerings, very rich and costly.  Gold was the most precious metal.  Incense was used by priests, signifying prayers 

ascending to God.  Myrrh was used for burial.  We know that Jesus was the King of kings and our great High Priest who 

would bring the ultimate sacrifice to God.  He would offer himself on the cross for the sin of the world.  He would die 

and be buried for us and he would rise again on the third day. 

 

 Herod would be thwarted because the wise men would not return to him. They would return to their own land 

by another route.  The wise men got what they came for.  They saw their newborn king and their lives were forever 

changed. 

 

 Wise men still seek him.  Are we wise men and women?  As we begin another year, do we really want to seek 

our Savior?  Like the teachers of the Law, we know where he can be found.  We don’t have to travel hundreds of miles.  

He is found right here where the Gospel is preached and where the sacraments are administered.  He is here in Holy 

Absolution, in Holy Baptism, in the Lord’s Supper and in the proclamation of the forgiveness of sins in the Word. 

 

 We have entered a new year.  We don’t know what it holds for us.  There are many things we might look to 

accomplish but there is one thing that is the most important.  If we are not connected to God by Word and Sacrament, 

nothing else matters.  This might be the last earthly year for you or for me.  I know that if it is for me, that I will be with 

Jesus, my Savior, for all eternity, not because I deserve it, but because he lived and died for me. Wise men still seek him.  

May God give us true wisdom to visit and worship our newborn King!  AMEN. 

  

 


