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Deuteronomy 18:15-20 

LISTEN TO THE PROPHET GREATER THAN MOSES! 

 

INI  

 If I were to ask you to name the three greatest heroes of the Old Testament, I might get a number of answers.  

You could name Noah who was a preacher of righteousness in a time when many wanted nothing to do with God.  Noah 

would build an ark, saving his family while the world of that time was destroyed.  You might name Abraham, the father 

of the Jewish nation.  God gave him many promises that humanly speaking were very difficult to believe, but Abraham 

believed God and it was credited to him for righteousness.  You might name David, the great king of Israel, a man after 

the Lord’s own heart.  He killed the Philistine giant Goliath, trusting in the Lord.  You might name Elijah who served 

during a time when most had forsaken the Lord.   He was taken directly into heaven by God in a whirlwind.  And there 

are others you might name. 

 

 I’m guessing that many of you would name a man named Moses and for good reason.  Moses was the leader of 

the Israelites for forty years.  Despite stubborn opposition and rebellion, he faithfully led the people out of slavery in 

Egypt to the brink of the Promised Land.  It was very difficult for a Jew to imagine anyone greater than Moses.  He is 

mentioned in the New Testament some 80 times, more than any other Old Testament figure.  He wrote the first five 

books of the Bible.  God himself said of Moses: “He is faithful in all my house!”   Moses would not only be the Lord’s 

spokesman, he would intercede for his people.  Moses was even willing to have his own name blotted out of God’s Book 

of Life in exchange for his people.  You wouldn’t find a man much better than Moses! 

 

 At the point of our text, the Israelites’ journey was just about at an end.  They had been wandering for forty 

years in the wilderness.  There was a reason for that.  The people of Israel refused to listen to God and his messenger 

Moses.  They rebelled against hem at every turn.  In spite of so many miracles like the parting of the Red Sea and the 

destruction of Pharaoh’s army, miraculous feedings of manna from heaven and many other things, they would not 

listen.  The original generation of Israelites who went out from Egypt would die in the wilderness.  A new generation was 

here.  Moses would not be entering the Promised Land himself.  Joshua would take them in.  This was Moses’ farewell 

address to his people. 

 

 Moses would warn his people of the dangers and the temptations that his people would face.  They would be 

occupying the land of the Canaanite people.  The Canaanite people did not worship the Lord.  They had many practices 

that God would call detestable.  These people practiced fortune-telling, divination, sorcery, witchcraft, and consulting 

the dead.  These things were often accompanied by child sacrifice, hoping to secure the favor of the gods of that region.  

They would look to those gods for blessings. 

 

 They already had blessings.  They already had the one true God who spoke authoritatively to his people.  He had 

done so through Moses and he would continue to do so.  Throughout history God spoke through many prophets.  We 

have Joshua, Samuel, Nathan, Elijah, Elisha, Isaiah, Jeremiah and many more.  But there was a greater Prophet to come. 

 

 “The LORD your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among your own brothers.  You must listen to 

him.” A prophet is one who speaks for God.  We see a number of things here in this text.  First of all, God himself is going 



to raise up this prophet.  He was going to speak with divine authority.  Everything that he speaks is not his word, but 

God’s Word. 

 

 Secondly, he would be raised up from among his own brothers.  He would be a true son of Israel, descended 

from Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.  He would be put under the very same Law that God had given to the Israelites on Mt. 

Sinai.   

 

 Finally, he would be “like Moses.”  Moses was God’s servant, not a slave who serves because he must, but rather 

a free servant, who serves because he wants to.  Moses was a very special person.  He spoke to God face to face.  He 

was the mediator between God and his people.  He would pray for his people and intercede for them.  He would plead 

that God would show mercy to a sinful people who have transgressed his commands.   

 

 Forty years previously God had spoken to his people on Mt. Sinai.  The people were terrified as they saw the fire, 

the lightning, the smoke, and earthquakes.  They begged that God would not speak to them directly, but rather through 

Moses.  They knew that sinful man can not stand in the presence of a holy God.  They begged that God would speak to 

them through Moses.  God agreed to their request. 

 

 God agreed to their request because it was his goal to provide his people with necessary mediation.  He would 

give them Moses and he would provide others in the future.  The High Priest would function as a mediator between God 

and his people.  During our Lenten series this year we will study that in depth. 

 

 But a prophet greater than Moses would be needed.  A greater High Priest would be needed, and God would 

supply that person.  I will not keep you in suspense.  That great Prophet and High Priest would be the very Son of God, 

Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

 

 Jesus perfectly fulfills this prophecy.  Jesus would be sent into the world by his Father to be our Savior.  He 

would come from his own brothers.  He would be descended from Abraham, descended from King David.  His human 

ancestry can be traced all the way back to Adam.  He was human in every way, except one.  He was without sin.  He 

would be like Moses.  As the Son of God, he spoke to his Father face to face.  He would be the ultimate Mediator. 

 

 Jesus would be greater than Moses.  Jesus not only spoke the truth, he is the truth.  Jesus not only spoke God’s 

Word, he is the Word become flesh who dwelt among his people.   Jesus not only knew the Father face to face, he is the 

face of the Father. To know Jesus is to know the Father.  Moses wanted to see the glory of God, while Jesus is the glory 

of the Father.  Moses could only go so far.  Moses stood on the brink of the Promised Land, but did not go in.  Jesus 

would finish what he began.  His work of salvation was accomplished on the cross of Calvary.  Nothing more would ever 

need to be done.  He accomplished everything.  He would enter the Promised Land of heaven and prepare a place for us 

as well.  

 

 His enemies thought that they could silence his teaching and his voice.  They tried everything during his ministry 

to do so.  They called him names, accused him of blasphemy, tied to stone him and throw him off a cliff.  Finally, they 

hatched their plan.  Judas would betray him.  They would condemn him and send him to the Roman governor Pontius 

Pilate for sentencing.  They would beat him, whip him, and nail him to a cross.  They figured that would do the trick.  

Jesus would never speak to them again. 

 



 But they were wrong, dead wrong.  Three days later Jesus would rise from the dead and proclaim to his 

disciples: “Peace be with you!”  He would give them many assurances.  He would tell them, “I am with you always, even 

to the very end of the age!” 

 

 There are many prophets out there in the world claiming to speak for God or a god of their own making.  Sadly, 

there are plenty of people here in our country who are more than willing to turn to the occult, Ouija boards, daily 

horoscopes or even seances to hear what they want to hear.  They are willing to spend good money on it as well.  There 

are also plenty of false prophets who claim to speak for God, claiming to be Christian.  You can find them on television.  

They claim to heal people who have enough faith.  They tell you God wants to make you wealthy.  All you have to do to 

get the ball rolling is to send them a large check.  They tell you that you have to complete the process of salvation by 

your own good works.  At times their message sounds very good to our ears.  Who wouldn’t want to be wealthy and free 

of all pain and suffering?  Who wouldn’t want to know the future and what it holds for us and for our families?  Yes, it 

sounds very good.  But their message does not come from God! 

 

 Jesus is not merely similar to Moses.   He is superior to Moses.   The Son is superior to the servant.  The writer to 

the Hebrews declares: “In the past God spoke to our forefathers through the prophets at many times and in various 

ways, but in these last days he has spoke to us by his Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, and through whom he 

made the universe.”   

 

 Jesus is the ultimate Prophet.  Our Gospel reading makes that so clear.  People were amazed by his teaching 

because he was different from their teachers of the Law.  They had their own man-made interpretations and 

exhortations.  Jesus taught as one who had authority, the authority of God himself.  Even the demons knew who he was, 

the Holy One of God.  They had to flee when Jesus spoke the word. 

 

 In this Epiphany season we ask the question, “Who is this Jesus?”  We see the answer in his words and in his 

miracles.  The Epiphany season is always bookended by the words of God the Father, first at Jesus’ baptism and then on 

the Mount of Transfiguration.  Jesus is God’s beloved Son.  The Father is well pleased with him.  Jesus came to do the 

will of his Father.  He came to be our divine Substitute, living the perfect life under the Law that we could not live and 

then by paying the ransom price for our sins by suffering and dying on the cross. 

 

 Jesus is the ultimate Mediator.  He is both God and man in one being.  He is as the Creeds declare fully God and 

fully human.  We cannot stand in the sight of God’s glory.  Jesus humbled himself and became a human being, not 

simply a man, but the lowliest of servants.  He lived among us and loved us with a love so great that he would give his 

very life for those who wanted nothing to do with him. 

 

 We are to listen to him!  God the Father spoke those words on the Mount of Transfiguration.  They still apply.  

All his words are true.  They all apply to our lives each and every day, in every station.  He promises that we are never 

alone.  He is the conquering Savior who defeated sin, death and the power of Satan for us.  He speaks to us in his Word 

and Sacraments.   He forgives our sins and gives us eternal life.  He is the Prophet, greater than Moses!  May we always 

listen to him!  AMEN. 


