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Mark 9:2-9 

WHERE DO WE FIND THE TRUE GLORY OF CHRIST? 

 

INI  

 It had been quite a week for the apostles, a week that they would never forget!  It all began back in Caesarea 

Philippi, north of the Sea of Galilee.  This was a region where many peoples had lived.  There were shrines to all kinds of 

different gods.  The apostles had been with Jesus for almost three years now.  They had the opportunity to hear Jesus.  

They had witnessed many miracles.  By this time, they had to have formed an opinion about him.  Jesus then asked the 

question, “Who do people say I am?” There were, of course, many prevailing opinions, most of them very good.  People 

saw Jesus as a great man, a prophet sent from God.  But was that enough? 

 

 Jesus then asks them the question, “But what about you?  Who do you say I am?”  Peter would then answer for 

the Twelve, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God!”  Jesus commended Peter for his answer.  He told Peter that 

this knowledge was revealed to him from his Father in heaven.  Peter had to be feeling pretty good.  He got this one 

right.  He gave exactly the answer Jesus wanted him to give. 

 

 The apostles would start thinking about glory.  They had seen what Jesus was capable of doing.  Mark’s Gospel 

gets right to the point.  Over the last few weeks we saw Jesus heal many people.  He drove out demons.  He preached 

with authority.  They had seen him feed the multitudes, both the 4000 and the 5000.  They had seen him walk on water.  

They had seen him raise the daughter of Jairus from the dead.  And bigger things were still to come.  Jesus would surely 

set up his kingdom and there were places of honor and glory: Secretary of State, Secretary of the Treasury, many more!  

Who would be most likely to have those positions?   Wouldn’t it be the very ones who had been with Jesus for the past 

three years?  Their future seemed glorious indeed! 

 

 And then Jesus goes and throws a big monkey wrench into their plans.  He then began to teach them that the 

Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by the elders, chief priests and teachers of the Law, and that he 

must be killed and after three days rise again.  Wait a minute!  That doesn’t sound very glorious.  Suffer many things?  Be 

rejected?  Killed?  No, that doesn’t sound glorious at all! 

 

 Jesus obviously wasn’t thinking straight.  Peter felt that he would have to correct Jesus.  Peter took our Lord 

aside and began to rebuke him.  Then Jesus said, “Get behind me, Satan!  You do not have in mind the things of God, but 

the things of men.”  Peter goes from making that wonderful confession to being called Satan.  That wouldn’t do much 

for his ego. 

 

 Yes, Jesus told them about suffering and dying.  He spoke plainly about these things.  He didn’t speak in words 

that were hard to understand.  Rather he spoke in words that were impossible to misunderstand!  He would have to 

suffer, die, and then rise again.  The apostles would forget the last part of Jesus’ speech.  

 

 And then there was more!   “If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself, take up his cross and follow 

me.”  Now things were really getting bad.  Not only would Jesus suffer, but those who follow him would suffer as well.  

That meant the apostles!  That didn’t sound like glory at all.  They as well as we would have to learn WHERE DO WE FIND 

THE TRUE GLORY OF CHRIST? 



 

 The apostles would have a week to mull all these things over in their minds.  You can imagine that they had all 

kinds of emotions going through those minds. They thought about what they wanted, and they thought about what 

Jesus had told them.  They certainly didn’t seem to mesh.  They wanted glory and they wanted glory now.  And if we 

were in the same position, we would feel the same.  We all want glory without suffering. 

 

 So now Jesus takes Peter, James, and John with him and goes up on a high mountain.  “There he was 

transfigured before them.  His clothes became dazzling white, whiter than anyone in the world could bleach them.”  

Now this was glory!  Jesus was transfigured.  The Greek word used here is the same word from which we get the English 

word “metamorphosis.”   It is a complete change in form, as when a caterpillar becomes a butterfly.  Jesus’ clothes were 

white, and his face shone like the sun!  That was real glory, wasn’t it?  That would certainly get their attention! 

 

 It was the same Jesus, only different.  The apostles were not used to seeing such glory.  That is because Jesus 

humbled himself and took on the appearance of a servant.  Jesus always had that glory as the Son of God.  Peter was 

indeed right in declaring Jesus as such.  But Jesus chose not to make full use of the power and glory that he had as God.  

He hid his glory.  That’s what people could not understand. If Jesus was God, why didn’t he act like God?  If Jesus was 

God, why didn’t he look like God, at least part of the time? He didn’t have a halo over his head.  He didn’t shine like the 

sun.  He looked just like any other man.  If you had him in a lineup with ten other men and asked, “which one of them is 

God?” you couldn’t tell.  In fact, since he came as the humblest of servants, you would probably pick the wrong one 

every time. 

 

 They would soon be joined by two other men, two men that every Israelite would have spoken of many times: 

Moses and Elijah.  Moses and Elijah were both faithful servants of God.  Moses had been God’s prophet, leading the 

nation of Israel out of slavery in Egypt to the Promised Land.  Elijah had been God’s prophet during the period when Baal 

worship threatened to take over the nation.  Both of them remained faithful when most of the people forsook the Lord.  

Moses had to put up with a grumbling and stubborn people who refused to trust the Lord.  Most of the people died in 

the desert.  Elijah thought that he was the only believer left in Israel.  That’s how bad things had gotten.  In both cases 

the people refused to believe in spite of many miracles that would assure them that the Lord was the true God.  Moses 

would be buried by God himself.  Elijah would be taken directly into heaven by a whirlwind without tasting death. 

 

 Moses and Elijah were both great men, but they weren’t perfect.  Both had ascended a mountain before this to 

listen to the voice of God.  But they didn’t always want to listen.  Moses had grown up in the household of Pharaoh as 

Pharaoh’s own son.  He knew that he was an Israelite.  He wanted to deliver his people, but he wanted to be like Frank 

Sinatra, doing it “My Way.”   He killed an Egyptian and had to flee for his life.  He tended sheep on the mountain for the 

next forty years until God called him to lead Israel, this time doing it God’s way.  He would return to that mountain with 

the nation of Israel where they would receive God’s covenant and commandments. 

 

 Elijah would go to the very same mountain when he was afraid and despairing.  He was ready to die.  King Ahab 

wanted to kill him.  He would also listen to the very voice of God.  God would speak to him not in winds, earthquakes, or 

fire, but in a gentle whisper.  God would assure him of his presence and remind him that God was still in charge.  Moses 

and Elijah were like the apostles.  They had wanted to take matters into their own hands.  They needed to learn that 

God’s ways are not like our ways.  They needed to listen to God. 

 

 They did listen to God and now they were on the mountain with the very Son of God.  What were they talking 

about?  St. Luke reminds us that they were speaking about Jesus’ departure, literally his exodus.  They spoke of Jesus 

coming death and resurrection.  They would not speak of it as a horrible defeat, but rather as a victory as Jesus would 



indeed rise from the dead.  God’s plan of salvation would be fulfilled.  This is what the saints of the ages had long 

awaited.  Yes, Moses and Elijah would testify that Christianity was not a new religion.  It is the culmination and 

fulfillment of the Old Testament.  The only way to salvation was and always is through faith in Christ. 

 

 The apostles wanted to preserve this moment.   They wanted the glory to remain.  Peter lamely says, “Let’s put 

up three tents, one for you, one for Moses and one for Elijah.”  He really didn’t know what to say and we wouldn’t 

either.  The glory was much more appealing than suffering.  A glorious Christ would be appealing.  A suffering Christ 

would be appalling. Or so they thought! 

 

 Then a cloud came and enveloped them.  Clouds were reminders of God’s physical presence.  In the Old 

Testament a cloud was the glory of the LORD.  God would speak concerning the salvation of his people.  “This is my Son, 

whom I love.  Listen to him!”  We have heard these words before, haven’t we?  We heard them at the Jordan River at 

the beginning of the Epiphany season as Jesus was baptized at the beginning of his ministry.  He would stand with 

sinners even though he had no sin in him.  Now these words were spoken once again three years later.  Nothing had 

changed.  Jesus still had both the love and the approval of his Father.  He was going to Jerusalem to suffer and die for 

the sin of the world.  This was God’s plan of salvation.  Jesus would do what needed to be done for you and for me.  And 

yes, he would rise again on the third day! 

 

 The apostles were to listen to him.  A couple of weeks ago we looked at the prophecy of Moses.  The great 

Prophet would come, sent by God, raised up from his own brothers.  The people were to listen to him.  That Prophet is 

Jesus.  He not only spoke the truth.  He is the truth. 

 

 Listen to him!  “My sheep hear my voice and I know them and they follow me.  I give them eternal life, and they 

shall never perish; no one can snatch them out of my hand.”  “I am the resurrection and the life.  He who believes in me 

will live, even though he dies; and whoever lives and believes in me will never die.”  I am with you always, even to the 

very end of the age.”  These are just a few promises that Jesus gives us.  Just think of all the grief, pain and worry we 

would save ourselves if we simply listened and believed what he tells us. 

 

 When you think of your mother “in all her glory,” do you think of when she wore her nicest dress, makeup and 

jewelry or was it when you were sick, and she stayed up all night, comforting and taking care of you?  It might be nice if 

your mother was pretty, but her true glory showed forth in her love for you. 

 

 This Wednesday we once again begin the journey to Calvary.  There we will see the true glory of Christ as he 

stretches out his arms and dies, making the ultimate sacrifice for the sin of the world.  He is our Great High Priest who 

would offer the ultimate sacrifice.  May God grant us a blessed Lenten journey!  AMEN. 

 

   

 

  


