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Luke 2:22-40 

JESUS’ JOURNEYS FULFILL THE LAW IN OUR PLACE 

 

INI  

 One of the things that are part of our Christmas celebration is the journeys that we take during the season.  We 

usually visit family and friends sometime over the holidays.  Either people come to us or we come to other people.  For 

most of my ministry there was always a pattern.  We celebrated Christmas with our church family in the Christmas Eve 

and Christmas Day services.  Then I got home, changed my clothes, grabbed a quick bite to eat, and then loaded up the 

family to visit parents, either in Michigan or Wisconsin, depending upon where we were living at the time.  We would 

then spend three or four days there before returning home. 

 

 The baby Jesus also made a number of journeys during his young life.  We know the greatest journey of all.  The 

almighty, eternal Son of God would leave the glories of heaven to become one of us.  The Word would become flesh and 

make his dwelling among us, taking up comfortable residence in the womb of his mother, the Virgin Mary.  We 

celebrated the miracle of Christmas last week. 

 

 St. Paul also tells us: “When the fullness of time had come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under law, 

to redeem those under law, that we might receive the full rights of sons.”  Jesus was born under law, both God’s law and 

man’s law.  He had to observe and keep the law perfectly in our place.  We know the first earthly journey of our Lord 

was before he was born.  Caesar Augustus had issued a decree that the entire world should be taxed.  A census should 

be taken or the entire Roman world.  Each family was to return to his home town to register.  Joseph was a descendant 

of King David.  His hometown was a little town in Judea called Bethlehem.  Even though Mary was very much pregnant, 

expecting her child, they would travel some 90 miles from Nazareth in Galilee to Bethlehem, obeying the law of Caesar. 

 

 We should not assume that Mary and Joseph spent days or weeks living in the same stable that our Savior was 

born.  There were relatives there and they probably lived with them for a while.  On the eighth day after Jesus was born 

they would make a short journey, probably to the local synagogue where Jesus would be circumcised according to the 

Law of Moses.  That circumcision meant that he was bound to live his whole life according to the Law of God given to 

Moses.  He was also officially named Jesus on that day.  That name means Savior.  He would save his people from their 

sins. 

 

 In all probability Mary and Joseph would stay in the Bethlehem area for another month or so because the next 

journey would take them to Jerusalem.  Jerusalem was only six miles away from Bethlehem.  It was there that they 

would take the next step in the observance of the Law.  Women who had a male child were to be purified after 

childbirth.  That meant offering a sacrifice at the Temple.  If a couple could afford it, they were to bring a year old lamb 

and a pigeon.  If they were poor, they would offer two turtledoves or two pigeons. 

 

 As the firstborn son, there was also the matter of consecrating him to the LORD.  He was redeemed or bought 

back for five silver shekels.  This was in keeping with the Law of Moses.  During the Passover every firstborn son who was 

not an Israelite died as the angel of death passed over the land.  The firstborn of Israel were saved from death.  They 

would be redeemed through this ceremony. 

 



 There were a lot of little things that happened in this first forty days.  If Jesus was to take our place under the 

Law, every one of these little things had to be observed.  Jesus had to take our place in every way.  Nothing could be left 

out.  Every “I” had to be dotted and every “t” had to be crossed.  It was either full obedience to the Law or Jesus was not 

our Savior.  The writer to the Hebrews reminds us, “For this reason he had to be made like his brothers in every way, in 

order that he might become a merciful and faithful high priest in service to God, and that he might make atonement for 

the sins of the people.” 

 

 It was now time for the Jerusalem journey to end.  Mary and Joseph had packed up their belongings and were 

ready to return home to Nazareth.  As they walked through the Temple courts they would encounter something that 

they perhaps didn’t expect.  They would meet a man named Simeon. 

 

 St. Luke describes him as simply “a man.”  He wasn’t anyone powerful or prominent.  He wasn’t a king.  He 

wasn’t a priest.  He had no high office, standing, or power.  His age is not given here, but he has always been assumed to 

be an old man at this time and that is a very reasonable assumption. 

 

 He is described as “righteous and devout.”  He was a true son of Abraham.  He was righteous.  Like Abraham his 

righteousness came by faith, trusting in God’s promises to send a Savior in whom all nations of the earth would be 

blessed.  He was devout.  He was not merely religious in some formal way, outwardly observing things, but he lived his 

faith each and every day.  He loved God and he loved his fellow human beings. 

 

 He was waiting for the consolation of Israel.  Very simply, Simeon got it.  He understood why the Christ was to 

come into the world.  Most of the people of his day were looking for something else.  They were looking for a political 

and military hero, someone who would put the nation of Israel back on the map as a world power, someone who would 

end the years of oppression by the Romans, putting them in their place as conquered enemies.  Simeon understood that 

the real enemies of Israel and every other nation were sin, death, and the power of Satan.  The Messiah promised by 

God would come to set us free from that slavery.  He would set us free by his perfect obedience and his atoning death 

and his resurrection.  Sinners would receive the forgiveness of sins.  We would be comforted and consoled because we 

now had peace with God.   

 

 The Holy Spirit had revealed to Simeon that he would not die until he had seen the Messiah with his own eyes.  

One must imagine that his heart would pump with adrenaline each and every time he saw a new baby wondering, “Is 

this the one?”  He would not have to wait any longer.  The Holy Spirit would move Simeon to enter the Temple courts.  

This was neither accident nor coincidence.  God would fulfill his promise to Simeon and use Simeon to speak a word of 

prophecy concerning that newborn child. 

 

 The Holy Spirit would somehow identify Mary and Joseph’s child as the Messiah.  He would look like any one of 

hundreds of babies in the Temple courts at that time.  There was no halo above his head.  But Simeon would see what 

others could not see.  He saw with the eyes of faith.  Imagine Mary and Joseph’s reaction as this elderly man now takes 

this child into his arms and breaks into a song of praise, a song we still sing today, a song known as the “Nunc Dimittis.” 

 

 “Sovereign Lord, as you have promised, you now dismiss your servant in peace.  For my eyes have seen your 

salvation, which you have prepared in the sight of all people, a light for revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to your 

people Israel.”  The basic meaning of the word “dismiss” is to set free, to release.  It could be used of a man being set 

free from prison.  It could be used of a slave being given freedom from his master.  Simeon’s years of waiting were now 

ended.  He had in his arms the very Savior of the world.  He would bring peace to the world by taking our sins out of 

God’s sight forever.  It is no accident that these words are used in the communion liturgy.  After we have received the 



very body and blood of our Lord, we now go back out into the world in peace and joy, knowing that our sins are 

forgiven. 

 

 2000 years before God had told Abraham, the father of the Jewish nation that in his seed, all nations of the 

earth would be blessed.  Because of God’s grace and for no other reason, he had singled out Israel from all the nations 

on earth and made them his covenant people.  But the greatest glory for Israel was that the Messiah would be born 

from this people and his salvation would go out to the ends of the earth. 

 

 This child would bring salvation to all people, not merely the people of Israel.  The Gentiles, the heathen nations 

did not have the divine revelation that Israel had.  These people were living in spiritual darkness.  They did not know the 

true God, but now their light would come.  They would be able to clearly see what God had given the world in his Son.  

The day would come when the apostles would be Christ’s witnesses beginning in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria 

and to the ends of the earth. 

 

 Just as Mary had pondered all the events of the last year: the visit of the angel Gabriel, the journey to 

Bethlehem, the birth of her son in the stable, the visit of the shepherds and many other things, she now had even more 

to ponder and marvel at.  Simeon had more to say.  “This child is destined to cause the falling and rising of many in Israel 

and to be a sign that will be spoken against, so that the thoughts of many hearts would be revealed.”  And a sword will 

pierce your own soul too.”  

 

 Jesus would indeed bring peace to his people.  But not everyone wants him.  They are very content to live in 

spiritual darkness, not wanting their sinful thoughts and deeds to be exposed.  They do not want a Savior and they 

definitely do not want Jesus.  Some would fall and some would rise.  Some would hate him and some would love him.  

One thief on the cross would blaspheme while the other would repent.  Tax collectors would see their sins while the 

Pharisees plotted his death.  Jesus was a sign.  That sign was to reveal God’s love and salvation for the world.  Some 

would speak against it.  Many would never recognize it, no matter how many miracles Jesus did, no matter how many 

people he healed, no matter how many people Jesus forgave. 

 

 Mary would know pain, a lot of pain.  That pain would come as she saw her Son rejected by his own people.  She 

would be there at the foot of the cross as she watched her Son die for the sin of the world.  She would see him cursed, 

beaten and spit upon.  And he was fulfilling the Law of God. 

 

 Our Lord would make many journeys to Jerusalem.  He went there to observe the Passover and to ultimately 

fulfill the Passover.  The child Jesus would return to his home town of Nazareth in Galilee, fulfilling the Law of God 

faithfully.  He did everything necessary so that we might have eternal life! AMEN.  

 


