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Luke 1:26-38 

IMPOSSIBLE?  NOT WITH GOD 

 

INI  

 There are a lot of people that I would like to ask the question: “What was it like?”  In most situations they 

experienced something that most human beings will never get the chance to experience.  If I were to ask, “What was it 

like to win the Super Bowl?” there would be hundreds of football players who could answer that question.  If I were to 

ask, “What was it like to win Best Actor or Actress at the Oscars?” there would be quite a few.  If I were to ask, “What 

was it like to be President of the United States?” there are still five living ex-Presidents who could answer that one.  If I 

were to ask, “What was it like to walk on the moon?” there are a few astronauts.  But if I were to ask, “What was it like 

to be the mother of God?”  There was only one person who could answer that question and that was a virgin named 

Mary. 

 

 Yes, we can rightly say that Mary was the mother of God.  The divine child that she would bear is God in every 

single way.  He is eternal, without beginning and without end.  He is omnipotent, possessing all power.  He is omniscient, 

knowing all things.  He is omnipresent, filling all things.  He is unchangeable.  All of these things are true.  And yet Mary’s 

son would be fully human, just as we are.  He would be born in time.  He would choose to set aside his divine power and 

glory for a time so that he could be our Savior.  He would grow physically.  He would grow in knowledge.  He would fill 

one place at a time.  He would eat, drink, sleep, feel pain, suffer, and die just as we do.  There was one difference.  He 

was totally without sin.   

 

 He would have to be both God and man in one person so that he could be our Savior.  He was sent from the 

Father to be our divine Substitute.  He had to be put under the very same Law that condemns us.  He had to keep it 

perfectly, without a single violation.  He could only be my Savior if he was a human being, putting himself in my place.  

He could only be my Savior if he was God so that his perfect life and atoning death could count for the sin of not just me, 

but you and for the whole world.  This evening we celebrated the miracle known as Christmas.  It is truly a miracle 

because the things that happened could only be accomplished by the power of God.  This morning we see where it all 

began as we ask IMPOSSIBLE? NOT WITH GOD! 

 

 A new Star Wars movie has arrived.  The Star Wars opening tells us that it took place “a long time ago in a galaxy 

far, far away.”  This story takes place a long time ago, but it was here on earth as it had to have been.  This is history.  St. 

Luke is a reliable historian.  He tells us when and where the greatest story ever told would unfold.  The angel Gabriel 

would come to Mary in the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy. 

 

 Elizabeth was Mary’s relative.  She and her husband Zechariah were well along in years.  They were far past the 

age of childbearing.  The angel Gabriel would tell Zechariah that they would have a very special son named John who 

would prepare the way for the Messiah.  We spoke of John’s message last week.  His birth would be a great miracle, but 

an even greater miracle was still to come! 

 

 Perhaps there is a reason that Luke tells us twice in this narrative that it is the sixth month of Elizabeth’s 

pregnancy.  In nine more months Jesus will be born and forty days after that, Mary and Joseph will bring the baby to the 

temple in Jerusalem.  If you add all these days and months up, you will see that it comes to 490 days or seventy weeks 



from the time that the angel Gabriel appeared to Zechariah in the temple to the first time Jesus made his appearance in 

the Temple.  The same angel Gabriel told the prophet Daniel: “Seventy sevens are decreed for your people and your holy 

city to finish transgression, to put an end to sin, to atone for wickedness, to bring in everlasting righteousness, to seal up 

vision and prophecy and to anoint the most holy.”  Impossible?  Not with God! 

 

 The place is a little town called Nazareth, a town so seemingly insignificant that it is never mentioned once in the 

Old Testament.  It was in the territory of Galilee, the territory that was the corridor of invasion.  Yet the prophet Isaiah 

said that it would be in Galilee that the light of the Christ would first dawn.  It was not the place where one would expect 

the Christ or even his mother to come from.  The people of Judah and Jerusalem despised the people of Galilee.  One of 

Jesus’ future disciples once sneered, “Nazareth?  Can anything good come from Nazareth?”  Yes, it could!  Impossible?  

Not with God! 

 

 The angel Gabriel came to a virgin named Mary who was getting ready for her wedding day.  She was engaged 

to a man named Joseph, a descendant of David.  “Greetings, you who are highly favored!  The Lord is with you.”  Mary 

was to rejoice.  This angel had some good news.  Now most people aren’t visited by angels from heaven.  Why was he 

there?  What did that mean for Mary? 

 

 Mary was greatly troubled and who could blame her?  This was something very different, something very 

special.  Gabriel announces: “Don’t be afraid, Mary, you have found favor with God.  You will be with child and give birth 

to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus.  He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High.  The Lord 

God will give him the throne of his father David and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever; his kingdom will never 

end.” 

 

 Mary was not to be afraid.  Holy angels would produce fear, but this angel would bring good news.  How many 

times do we hear those words, “Do not be afraid!” in the Christmas narrative?  They are spoken to Zechariah, to Mary, 

to Joseph, and to the shepherds.  God’s grace would remove fear and enable us to rejoice!  This is good news for the 

whole world. 

 

 This is the time that everyone had awaited since the Fall into sin.  Mary’s Son would be the fulfillment of every 

Old Testament prophecy ever made from the Promised Seed of the woman who would crush the head of Satan to the 

great Prophet like Moses to the great Descendant of King David to the virgin who conceives and bears Immanuel. 

 

 Mary had found favor with God.  This is God’s grace, a love that does not treat us as our sins deserve, a love that 

gives us the very opposite of what we deserve.  This young girl Mary would be the mother of the Savior of the world.  

She was going to have a son.  The Bible records a number of miraculous births: Isaac, Samson, John the Baptist.  This one 

would be the greatest of them all.  This son would be given the name Jesus, a very common one in those days.  It meant 

“the Lord is salvation.”  Her Son would fulfill the meaning of that name.  He would save his people from their sins. 

 

 The message would continue to unfold.  He would be great.  Great is an adjective that is perhaps overused, but 

it wasn’t here.  Her Son would be the very Son of God, the Son of the Most High.  Yes, he is Immanuel, God with us.  God 

would be with his people physically in her Son.  He would be given the throne of his father David.  The royal line of King 

David had seemingly died out long ago.  Israel as a nation no longer really existed.  The Romans controlled things now.  

The people in Galilee were living under their rule.  But now would come a kingdom that would have no earthly 

boundaries.  He would rule over all his people by faith in their hearts.  What a marvelous promise! 

 



 But wasn’t there a problem?  “How will this be since I am a virgin?”  Virgins don’t usually conceive.  In fact they 

never conceive.  It is impossible!  But not with God!  Our scientific world scoffs at the idea of a virgin birth.  There is no 

scientific explanation.  This is a miracle from God.  This is the promise fulfilled that God gave to the prophet Isaiah long 

ago that the virgin would conceive and bear a son.  That is what we confess in the creed when we say that Jesus is true 

God, begotten of the Father from all eternity and also true man, born of the Virgin Mary. 

 

 The sinless Son of God would become human.  He is like us in every way, embracing our humanity from the 

cradle to the grave, from the womb to the tomb.  Yet he is without sin. He is the second Adam, come to do what the first 

Adam could not do in keeping God’s Law perfectly and to undo what the first Adam had done in taking our sins away by 

his suffering and death.  All this hinges on Mary’s virginity, so we don’t take that lightly. 

 

 How would this happen?  “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow 

you.  So the Holy One to be born will be called the Son of God.”  Luther maintained that the conception of Jesus came 

through the power of God’s Word.  Mary heard the word from the angel and conceived the Child. 

 

 This truly was a miracle.  This Child of Mary is your Substitute, the one who saves you from sin and death by his 

holy life and his atoning death.  We can’t understand it.  Why would God do things this way?  This is the God who hides 

strength under weakness, life in death, the fullness of his divinity in the humility of a servant.  It is almost impossible to 

imagine: the infinite Almighty God takes up comfortable residence in the womb of his human mother.  The fullness of 

God dwells among us bodily.  If they had ultrasound back then, you couldn’t tell his picture from any other baby boy.  

There was no halo around his head, no divine glow.  Just a baby boy, the virgin’s Son, God’s Son. 

 

 Mary accepted Gabriel’s words as true.  We must as well.  Tonight we celebrate Christmas.  We will come to 

Bethlehem and look in the manger and see a newborn baby.  He doesn’t look like anything special.  He looks just like any 

other child.  Yet he is your Savior and mine!  He is the King of kings and Lord of lords!  He is David’s son, yet David’s Lord.  

He sits on the throne of David and he reigns forever and ever. 

 

  Our eyes see a little splash of water, a preacher, a wafer of bread and a little wine.  But the Word speaks what 

we cannot see.  That water is Holy Baptism, a water of life and a new birth by the same Holy Spirit.  The preacher speaks 

forgiveness, real forgiveness, the forgiveness Christ won for us on the cross.  The bread is the body of Christ, conceived 

and born of Mary, given unto death on the cross.  That wine is his true blood, poured out for you.  Impossible?  Not with 

God! 

 

 Nothing is impossible with God.  The Virgin conceives and bears a son.  This child is the eternal Son of God.  

Believe it, treasure it, and have a blessed Christmas!  AMEN. 

 

 


