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 John 6:60-69 

LORD, TO WHOM SHALL WE GO?  YOU HAVE THE WORDS OF ETERNAL LIFE! 

 

INI 

 We’re going to start this morning with a little quiz.  I think that it’s fairly simple and that you will all do well, but 

let’s see.  Question one: The correct spelling of the word “cat” is a)C-A-T, b)K-A-T, c)K-A-T-T, d) all spellings are equally 

correct.  Question two: Two plus two equals a) 4, b)15, c)26, d) all answers are equally correct.  Question three: If you 

were drowning, you would want to grab on to a) a life preserver, b) an anvil, c) an iron anchor with chain, d) all answers 

are equally correct.  Question four: The Super Bowl champion for last year was a) the Philadelphia Eagles, b) the 

Cleveland Browns, c) the Detroit Lions, d) all answers are equally correct.  Question five: The way to eternal life is a) 

through Jesus Christ alone, b) through enlightenment through the Buddha, c) through whatever you want to think or do, 

d) all answers are equally correct. 

 

 Now the correct answer for every one of those questions is the letter “a.”  All other answers were wrong.  Now 

here is where the problem comes in.  Nobody in the world would argue with the first four questions.  But when it comes 

to the last question, you will have all kinds of arguments.  People want to believe that you can get to heaven and eternal 

life through any and every possible way.  Christ may be one way, but to say that he is the only way is going to get people 

angry and upset.  That is not merely true of our day.  It is true of every point and time in history.  Our natural inclination 

is to think that we can get right with God by our own works, our own thinking, our own conception of God.  We do not 

want to accept the idea that there is only one possible way to get right with God and that it centers on Jesus Christ, the 

true Bread of Life. 

 

 Over the last few weeks, we have been going through Jesus’ Bread of Life discourse.  Jesus said that he was the 

true Bread of Life, the living bread that came down from heaven.  He said that whoever believes in him has eternal life 

and that the Father would raise him from the dead on the last day.  He said that those who do not believe in him would 

die in their sins.  He said that he was God and that he was the only way to heaven. He told them that they needed him 

for eternal life.  He said this all very plainly. 

 

 There are certain questions that everyone wants to have answered.  Is there a God?  If there is, what is he like?  

Is my life pleasing to him?  What must I do to make my life more pleasing to him?  Is there life after death?  How do I get 

there?  We want those answers.  Many people have simply made up their own answers and their own gods and said that 

all answers are equally correct.  Jesus says differently.  LORD, TO WHOM SHALL WE GO?  YOU HAVE THE WORDS OF 

ETERNAL LIFE! 

 

 Some people might think that the original hearers of Jesus’ Bread of Life discourse didn’t really understand what 

he was saying when he spoke about eating his flesh and drinking his blood.  The reality is that they understood exactly 

what he was saying.  He was saying that he was the Messiah. He was saying that he was God in the flesh.  He was saying 

that he was the only way to the Father and eternal life. 

 

 On hearing it, many of his disciples said, “This is a hard teaching.  Who can accept it?”  Now Jesus had previously 

dealt with out and out unbelievers who would not accept anything that he said, but here you see that it was Jesus’ 

disciples that were doing the talking.  The disciples here were not the Twelve.  Jesus had many disciples, people who had 



made some sort of commitment to follow him.  They would go where Jesus went.  They would listen to his sermons.  

They would witness many miracles of healing.  They liked many of the things that Jesus did and said. They were not all 

that fond of the religious authorities of that day, the scribes and Pharisees who looked down on the common people.  

They were hoping for the Messiah who would come and set them free.  Perhaps Jesus was that Messiah.  They were 

willing to listen and follow.   

 

 But now Jesus was clearly saying that he was the Messiah.  They didn’t like what he was saying. It was a hard 

teaching, something harsh and unpleasant to their tastes.  They did not want to deal with it. They were perfectly content 

with accepting Jesus as a good man, outstanding teacher, and miracle worker.  They liked the feeding of the 5000.  It 

gave them hopes that all their earthly dreams and wishes could be fulfilled in him.  He could provide them with food, 

clothing, shelter, and much more. 

 

 But now Jesus was presenting them with a choice.  If he really was who he said that he was, if he was true God 

in the flesh and the only way to eternal life, if they were going to continue to follow him, then they were going to have 

to change a lot of their ideas.   He would talk about full-time commitment and self-denial.  He would talk about taking up 

a cross and following him.  He would talk about rejection from the world and even from one’s own family.  They didn’t 

want to accept these things.  They understood exactly what he was saying. 

 

 Jesus would reach out to them.  Aware that his disciples were grumbling about this, Jesus said to them, “Does 

this offend you?  Then what if you see the Son of Man ascend to where he was before!”  Jesus in his divine omniscience 

knew what was in their hearts.  The word “grumbling” once again reminds us of the rebellious nation of Israel in the 

wilderness.  God had led them and fed them, protected and preserved them.  They saw one miracle after another.  Yet 

they continued to complain and rebel against God.  They ultimately died in the wilderness. 

 

 Yes, Jesus certainly had his enemies from the outside.  The Romans would be watching him as a potential threat.  

Most Samaritans and Gentiles didn’t have much use for him. But his greatest opposition came from the inside, from 

those who claimed to be children of Abraham and heirs of the promise, from those who should have known the 

Scriptures but refused to believe. 

 

 Did what Jesus said offend them?  That word refers to a large stone that causes someone to stumble or fall or to 

a snare that traps animals.  Was what Jesus was saying going to cause them to abandon him in unbelief?  What if they 

suddenly saw Jesus ascend into heaven once again?  Would that convince them?  What if they were given visons like 

John would receive in Revelation?  What would it take to convince them?  More and more miracles?  That didn’t work 

for the Israelites in the wilderness.  That didn’t work for the Israelites in the time of Elijah and Elisha.  It wasn’t going to 

work at this time either. 

 

 “The Spirit gives life; the flesh counts for nothing.  The words I have spoken to you – they are full of the Spirit 

and life.”  A faith that is fed on miracles and visions is never going to be satisfied.  It is always going to demand more and 

more.  Jesus is going to offer neither miracles nor visions.  He is going to offer himself.  That is all that is necessary.  He is 

the living bread that satisfies our hunger.  He is the living water that quenches our thirst.  He is the Word made flesh.  

His words are Spirit and they are life.  Spirit and life are connected to his Word. 

 

 Why do people leave the church?  How much time do you have?  There have been all kinds of surveys.  Books 

have been written about the subject or you can simply ask people.  They don’t like the pastor.  He’s too boring or too 

animated.  His sermons are too long or too short.  He’s too quiet or too dynamic.  They don’t like the people.  The people 



are too pushy or too unfriendly.  The church always needs money.  The service is too predictable or always changing.  

They ask too much of people or don’t ask enough of people.  Pick a reason!  You can find one. 

 

 The truth is that far more people leave Jesus because they understand exactly what he is saying than leave 

because they don’t understand what he is saying.  Far more people have left the church because they understand the 

message of Christianity than have left because they were confused.  They don’t want to hear that they are sinners who 

deserve God’s wrath and punishment.  They don’t want to hear that their own good works are not enough to merit 

eternal life.  They don’t want to hear that Jesus is their only hope.  And they will leave.  They did with our Lord and they 

will continue to do so in 2018 as well. 

 

 Could you have any better preacher than Jesus Christ himself?  He was God.  He expounded the truth of his 

Word better than anyone else possibly could.  And what happened?  “From this time many of his disciples turned back 

and no longer followed him.”  These are very sad words.  They always will be.  That’s because the natural man cannot 

accept the things of the Spirit of God.  They are foolishness to him and always will be. 

 

 So, what does Jesus do?  He does not go running after those disciples and offer to change his message to 

something that will be a bit more palatable to their ears.  He doesn’t offer to do more miracles or give them visions of 

heaven and angels.  He simply lets them leave.  They made the choice.  Oh, he will pray for them.  He will cry tears of 

sorrow over the city of Jerusalem.  But he can’t make them believe.  It was their decision.  They won’t all go away at one 

like a flock of birds leaving a tree.  They simply go away one by one, slowly but surely. 

 

 Jesus simply turns to the Twelve and asks the question: “You do not want to leave too, do you?”  Do they still 

want to follow him?  Even after many have left?  Even after members of their family and friends have left?  Do they want 

to follow the crowd?  They would have to weigh this very carefully. 

 

 It is Simon Peter who answers for the Twelve: “Lord, to whom shall we go?  You have the words of eternal life.  

We have come to believe and to know that you are the Holy One of God.” Peter knew that there was no other answer.  

Jesus was not one of many ways to God.  He was the only way.  Jesus didn’t merely speak truth.  He was the Truth.  

Christianity is either/or.  Either Jesus is the Son of God or he isn’t.  Either he is the only way to eternal life or he isn’t.  

Either he took the sin of the world on himself and paid for it on the cross or he didn’t.  Either our sins are forgiven, or 

they aren’t. Either he rose from the dead or he didn’t.  Either we will appear before him on Judgment Day or we won’t.  

It is one or the other. It can’t be both. 

 

 The words of our Lord have not changed.  They force a person to be either in or out.  You can’t have it both 

ways.  You don’t want to leave too, do you?  May our answer always be: “Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the 

words of eternal life!”  AMEN. 


