
Rev. Gregory Gibbons 

Lola Park Lutheran Church 

Redford, MI 48239  

  

Isaiah 50:4-9 

PALM SUNDAY IS THE BEGINNING OF MARCH MADNESS 

 

INI 

 If you are a basketball fan, you love the month of March.  It is often termed “March madness.”  You have 

basketball tournaments for grade schools, high schools and colleges.  This past week was the NCAA Championship.  You 

never know what is going to happen.  Every team has a chance.  Now some teams are better than others, but the best 

team does not always win.  Sometimes a team gets hot and gets lucky and goes farther than anyone expects.  The 

University of Michigan looked like it might not even make the tournament a couple of months ago, but made a great 

run.  My Michigan Lutheran Seminary Lady Cardinals were 7-9 at one point and they made the state finals.  To win it all 

you have to have skill, desire and determination.  Some teams have it, others don’t. 

 This morning we’ll look at a different kind of “March Madness.”  Our Lord Jesus Christ would march into 

Jerusalem for the final time.  He would be welcomed as a conquering king.  People would spread out palm branches 

before him.  They would shout out: “Hosanna to the Son of David!”  Yet things would change very quickly. In less than a 

week he would be betrayed by one of his own disciples, arrested, brought to trial before the Jewish Council and the 

Roman governor Pontius Pilate.  He would be condemned to death and sentenced to die on an instrument of torture 

known as the cross.  Things certainly looked bleak.  It certainly didn’t look as though Jesus would emerge victorious.  Yet 

one week from now we will stand in this very building with tears of joy running down our cheeks as we sing “I Know that 

My Redeemer Lives!”  It is a story of triumph for Jesus, for you, and for me.  PALM SUNDAY IS THE BEGINNING OF 

MARCH MADNESS.  Jesus would resolutely march into battle and it is madness to think that he would fail. 

 It all begins today.  This is the most important week of the Church Year.  It seems like only yesterday that we 

started the Epiphany season out at the Jordan River as Jesus was baptized by John.  The heavens opened, the Holy Spirit 

descended upon him in the form of a dove and God the Father spoke the words: “This is my beloved Son in whom I am 

well pleased.”  Just before the Lenten season we observed Transfiguration Sunday.  Jesus stood on the mountain with 

this face glowing, his garments dazzling white, as he spoke to Moses and Elijah.  Once again the Father spoke similar 

words: “This is my Son whom I love.  With him I am well pleased.  Listen to him.”  Jesus was the one sent by his Heavenly 

Father to buy us back from sin, death, and the power of Satan. 

 Jesus, the Messiah, speaks in our text.  The prophet Isaiah would speak of the Messiah as a Suffering Servant of 

God.  “The Sovereign LORD has given me an instructed tongue, to know the word that sustains the weary.  He wakens 

me morning by morning, wakens my ear to listen like one being taught.”  Going back to those words on the Mount of 

Transfiguration, why should people listen to Jesus?  He was given an instructed tongue.  God had prepared him to 

preach and to teach.  He was not like the other teachers of the Law, but he taught as one who had authority.  That 

authority he received from the Father. 

 A quick scan through Jesus’ ministry shows that he always had the right words to say at just the right time.  He 

preached both Law and Gospel.  His words were hard to those who were full of pride and unbelief and his words were 

gentle to those who were spiritually fatigued.  Nicodemus would hear of the necessity to be born again of water and the 

Spirit in Holy Baptism.  The Samaritan woman at the well would learn that Jesus knew everything about her.  He 

revealed himself as the Messiah.  The woman taken in adultery could testify that Jesus not only told her to go and sin no 

more, but that he had assured her that her sins were forgiven.  Mary and Martha would hear his words, “I am the 

Resurrection and the Life” and know that those were not empty words.  They saw him raise their brother Lazarus from 



the dead.  His words were life-giving.  They released people from the prison of sin.  They bound up broken hearts.  They 

set people free.  They comforted those who mourned.  They brought the dead to life.  They gave sight to the blind.  As 

the disciples said, “Lord, to whom shall we go?  You have the words of eternal life.”   

 He preached to win souls for the Kingdom of God.  His words drew thousands of people to sit at his feet.  They 

came to learn because they knew that his words were from God.  He would extend his precious invitation to those who 

were rejected by the rest of society: the blind, the deaf, the lame, lepers, tax collectors, prostitutes.  He did not excuse 

their sins.  He forgave them.  He gave them a reason to live and he gave them a reason to change their lives.  They were 

new creatures set free from the tyranny of sin.  He didn’t care about their past.  He changed their present and gave 

them a glorious future.   He said, “Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest.” 

 Jesus didn’t preach at people.  He preached to them.  He listened to them and to their concerns.  He cared about 

them and their needs.  He listened to his Father.  He spoke only what the Father taught him to speak.  He didn’t change 

his message when others didn’t like it.  He didn’t look to win the approval of the religious leaders of his day.  He exposed 

their hypocrisy and self-righteousness.  He remained in constant communion with his Father in prayer.  His Father would 

strengthen him for the task ahead. 

 It was a daunting task.  “The Sovereign LORD has opened my ears and I have not been rebellious; I have not 

drawn back.”  Jesus knew what lay ahead.  It was not easy.  He would have to march into battle against sin, death, and 

Satan alone.  He would have no one to help him.  His closest friends would deny him, forsake him, and run away.  He 

knew what it would take.  This was his Father’s plan.  Yet Jesus would not rebel against his Father’s will.  Even in the 

Garden of Gethsemane as his soul was sorrowful to the point of death, Jesus prayed, “Not my will, but your will be 

done.”  He willingly accepted what the Father willed for him, even if it meant the cross. 

 His willing obedience makes up for our willful disobedience.  He submitted completely to his Father’s will.  Jesus 

would stand silent before the Sanhedrin, Pilate and Herod, knowing that his silence would result in his death sentence.  

He went against every human instinct for survival.  Moses would say, “O Lord, please send someone else to do it.”  Jonah 

would rebel against going to Nineveh by jumping on a ship going the other way.  Elijah would run and hide in a cave.  Yet 

Jesus would not be deterred.  He would do whatever it took. 

 “I offered my back to those who beat me, my cheeks to those who pulled out my beard; I did not hide my face 

from mocking and spitting.”  We think of the torture our Lord endured.  The whip with pieces of bone and metal that 

would literally rip the flesh from his back, the blows to his face by the soldiers and members of the Sanhedrin, the crown 

of thorns pressed onto his head, the nails in his hands and feet, the insults, having people spit in his face.  Yet Jesus 

willingly submitted to it all.  Why?  As Isaiah said, “The punishment that brought us peace was upon him, and by his 

wounds we are healed.” 

 Jesus was willing to suffer all this for us.  His love is beyond our comprehension.  Although he was fully God, he 

chose not to use the full power and glory that he had as God in order to take our place under the Law of God and in 

order to suffer and die.  As St. Paul tells us in our epistle lesson: “He made himself nothing, taking the very nature of a 

servant, being made in human likeness.  And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself and became 

obedient to death – even death on a cross!”  He would suffer the punishment reserved for the worst of criminals.  All 

because he loved us! 

 “Because the sovereign LORD helps me, I will not be disgraced.  Therefore I have set my face like flint, and I 

know that I will not be put to shame.”  Even though he was alone, Jesus knew that he was not alone.  His Father would 

be with him.  He showed his unwavering hope, faith, and trust.  His enemies did everything they could to disgrace and 

discredit him.  They yelled out, “He trusts in God.  Let God rescue him now if he wants him, for he said, ‘I am the Son of 



God.’”  Yet even through all that mocking, others would see.  The dying thief would say, “Lord, remember me when you 

come into your kingdom.”  The Roman centurion would remark, “Surely he was the Son of God!” 

 Others tried to deter him.  Satan tried to tempt him to take the easy way out.  Jesus’ disciples tried to deter him 

from going to Jerusalem.  Yet Jesus set his face like flint.  Flint was one of the hardest known substances.  You can sense 

Jesus’ strong determination.  He would go to the cross, scorning its shame.  He would fulfill the Scriptures and 

accomplish our salvation. 

 Yes, Jesus would march into battle.  With his strong trust in his Father, it would be madness to think that he 

would fail.  He was confident of victory.  It wasn’t a case of “If everything goes well, I have a pretty good chance to win.”  

It was “I will win because the Father is there for me.”  “He who vindicates me is near.  Who then will bring charges 

against me?  Let us face each other!  Who is my accuser?  Let him confront me!  It is the sovereign LORD who helps me.  

Who is he that will condemn me?” 

 Jesus issues a challenge to his enemies to meet him in another courtroom.  Stand here face to face with God!  

Jesus was condemned by an unjust court.  He had asked earlier in his ministry, “Can any of you prove me guilty of sin?”  

No one could.  At Jesus’ trial they had paid false witnesses, yet not even two of them could come up with a story that 

agreed.  No changes of accusations could stick.  Jesus was vindicated. 

 The final vindication would come on Easter Sunday as Jesus would rise from the dead.  On the cross God 

would pronounce his own Son guilty because he had the sins of the world upon himself.  He would be punished for 

those sins.  But Jesus always remained the innocent, sinless Son of God.  His resurrection proved that he was innocent 

and that God had accepted his sacrifice sufficient for all our sins. 

 We now go to Jerusalem.  Jesus would march against his enemies on Good Friday.  He would emerge 

victorious form the grave on Easter.  It would be madness to think that he would fail!  AMEN. 

   

  


