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Acts 5:29-42 

IS THE RESURRECTION “FAKE NEWS?” 

 

INI 

 We hear a lot today about “fake news.”  What is it?  Very simply it is a story that is not truthful.  Somebody 

simply makes something up.  I guarantee you that no matter what the story is, somebody out there will believe it.  In 

some cases, many people will believe it. Networks will cover stories.  If a network refuses to cover a story, does that 

mean that it never happened?  Every network has its own agenda.  Every network will put a certain slant to a story.  

They ask the question: This is what happened.  How do we spin it?  Let’s face it.  You will get two very different stories 

from Fox News and MSNBC.   

 Students in schools today will get very different history lessons from what many of us learned in grade school.  

Was Christopher Columbus a hero or a villain?  Why did we fight the Revolutionary and Civil Wars?  Was dropping the 

atomic bomb to end World War II something good or bad?  Is communism evil or is it something that we want to work 

towards? 

 2000 years ago Jesus rose from the dead, allegedly.  Is this truth, fact, history, or is it “Fake news?”  How would 

the media have covered it?  Would the story have appeared on all stations, some stations, or no stations at all?  There 

are many opponents of the Christian faith that said then and say today that it never happened.  We must ask the 

question: IS THE RESURRECTION “FAKE NEWS?” 

 We know the story well.  During the last two months we have been studying Jesus’ journey to Jerusalem where 

he would suffer and die.  Jesus had suffered so much.  He was beaten and whipped and nailed to the cross.  His death 

could not have been faked.  Crucifixion was a slow, agonizing death.  He had nails in his hands and feet.  Add in all the 

physical torture preceding the crucifixion and you have a very difficult situation to claim a resurrection.  The Roman 

soldiers made sure that Jesus was dead.  One of the soldiers took a spear and pierced the side of Jesus.  Blood and water 

came out of his side.  There was no doubt that Jesus was dead. 

 He was placed in a tomb.  The Sanhedrin insisted that the tomb be secured.  They didn’t want the disciples to 

come in the middle of the night and steal the body and then go around claiming that Jesus was risen.  They placed a 

large stone in front of the grave, roped it off and placed a seal on it.  Roman soldiers would guard that tomb. 

 On Easter Sunday the tomb was empty.  The guards were frozen with fear.  Angels from heaven announced the 

good news: “Why do you look for the living among the dead?  He is not here.  He is risen, just as he said.”  But there was 

more!  The women saw the risen Jesus.  The apostles saw the risen Jesus.  In our Gospel lesson, we had two appearances 

of the risen Jesus, one without Thomas and one with Thomas.  Thomas didn’t merely accept the word of his brothers.  

He demanded proof, undeniable proof.  He demanded to see the hands and side of the Lord.  Jesus would give him the 

proof.  He said, “Behold my hands and side.”  Thomas could only exclaim, “My Lord and my God!”  And there was more.  

The apostle Paul tells us that over 500 witnesses saw the risen Lord Jesus. 

 The apostles had to preach that message.  It was true.  Jesus sent them to preach that message, and so they did!  

And as you can imagine, they would run into difficulties.  The very same opponents that demanded the death of Jesus 

were still around.  The apostles would have the same experiences.  Jesus told them that this would happen.  He said, 

“They will lay hands on you and persecute you.  They will deliver you to synagogues and prisons, and you will be brought 



before kings and governors, and all on account of my name.”  The life of the Church is patterned after the life of Christ.  

His victory is our victory and his sufferings are our sufferings. 

 The apostles had been arrested and imprisoned.  That was not going to stop them.  An angel let them out of 

prison and they were now teaching in the temple courts.  They were doing the very thing that they had been forbidden 

to do.  The Sanhedrin had given “strict orders” that they no longer preach about Jesus. 

 The apostles replied, “We must obey God rather than men.”  What God commands, we must obey even when 

forbidden by human authorities.  This is a universal principle.  God comes first.  This is not a license for civil disobedience 

or rioting.  It is a choice between God’s Word and human wisdom. 

 Peter does not back down.  He preaches both Law and Gospel.  He hits them right between the eyes like a 2x4.  

“The God of our fathers raised Jesus from the dead – whom you had killed by hanging him on a tree.  God exalted him to 

his own right hand as Prince and Savior that he might give repentance and forgiveness of sins to Israel.  We are 

witnesses of these things, and so is the Holy Spirit, whom God has given to those who obey him.” 

 Peter would remind them that they claimed to be part of the nation of Israel.  That meant that that they 

allegedly believed what God had said in the Old Testament.  He would turn their ears to the words of Moses in 

Deuteronomy concerning the Prophet.  “The LORD your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among your 

own brothers.  You must listen to him!”  Yes, the Messiah would come from Israel.  There were many prophecies 

concerning him.  He would be born in Bethlehem.  He would be descended from the royal line of King David.  He would 

come to Jerusalem riding on a donkey.  He would suffer death by crucifixion.  Soldiers would gamble for his clothing.  All 

together over 200 prophecies would be fulfilled in the life and death of Jesus. 

 Yet they refused to listen to him.  They killed him by hanging him on a tree.  His life was considered to be cursed 

by God.  And then God raised him up again, this time from the dead.  This same Jesus that they crucified was giving them 

another chance to repent and come to faith.   

 What would they do with this opportunity?  “When they heard this, they were furious and wanted to put them 

to death.”  It began with mere annoyance.  Annoyance turned to astonishment and astonishment turned to jealousy.  

Finally it manifests itself in murderous rage.  It is the same rage that demanded Jesus’ death and the same rage that will 

stone Stephen to death. 

 Then a man named Gamaliel stood up and addressed the Sanhedrin.  He told them that they had better carefully 

consider their actions.  Could their actions possibly be from God?  There were things that could not be explained.  They 

could not deny the empty tomb, no matter what.  Everybody in Jerusalem had heard about Peter healing a lame man in 

Jesus’ name.  And then they had imprisoned the apostles.  The cells were locked.  There were guards at the doors, and 

yet somehow all of the apostles were gone and now teaching in the temple courts.  Something was going on here that 

could not be explained by human logic. 

 The leaders of Jerusalem needed to have their minds opened by the Holy Spirit to understand the Scriptures.  

They still could not understand what the Messiah was sent to do.  There were other false Messiahs that had arisen, 

Theudas and Judas the Galilean, to be precise.  These men had tried to lead rebellions against Rome and were taken 

down.  The one thing that the Sanhedrin feared most is that they would lose their power and prestige.  They could not 

conceive of the Messiah being anything other than a political revolutionary.  But that was not why Jesus came.  He came 

to defeat our spiritual enemies: sin, death and the power of Satan.   

 Gamaliel concludes: “Leave these men alone!  Let them go!  For if their purpose or activity is of human origin, it 

will fail.  But if it is from God, you will not be able to stop these men; you will only find yourselves fighting against God.”  



Wow!  These words should be a definite warning to the Sanhedrin and anyone else.  Do you really want to be a “God-

fighter?”  The odds of winning aren’t very good.  God has all power.  The one who created the universe can certainly 

wipe out any of us with the blink of an eye.  Think very, very carefully! 

 Peter’s opening statement that we must obey God rather than men required that Jesus’ followers had better be 

clear on what is “of God” and what is only of human authority.  Throughout the ages, the church has not always kept this 

distinction clear.  Human logic and wisdom, traditions and other things have tried to find themselves on a par with Gods’ 

Word.  And if we are going to be brutally honest, the Church has done some pretty stupid things in the name of Christ.  

Peter sticks to the facts.  The apostles had tried to dissuade Jesus from going to Jerusalem and the cross.  How could 

Jesus’ death possibly be a good thing?  They were witnesses of the risen Christ.  They now understood what it was all 

about: the forgiveness of sins, eternal life and salvation.  The Holy Spirit would be the witness of the witnesses. 

 The apostles weren’t killed at this point, but they were punished.  They were told once again not to speak in the 

name of Jesus.  But they couldn’t be stopped.  Even though they were beaten, they rejoiced to suffer for the name of the 

one who was crucified for them and rose again from the dead. 

 And we have a challenge as well.  Is the resurrection “Fake news” or is it truth.  If it is fake news, then we really 

don’t have a purpose in being here.  We are not here to simply speak of the teachings of a dead man.  If Christ is risen, if 

he has given us the forgiveness of sins, if he has prepared a place for us in the mansions of heaven, if he is indeed our 

Lord and our God, then we must preach that message, no matter what. 

 Christians are still persecuted throughout the world as the apostles were.  Islamic fanatics have a goal to 

eradicate Christianity because they see us as infidels.  That struggle will probably intensify in the years ahead.  But there 

are other battles as well. Some so-called Christian churches have abandoned historic Christianity.  They deny the 

miracles and the resurrection of our Lord.  They have caved in to political correctness and popular culture, justifying 

things like abortion and sexual immorality. 

 We must always go back to the Scriptures.  We must not add anything to them, subtract anything from them, or 

change them in any way.  We trust in what is true and certain.  Jesus died.  Jesus rose.  Jesus will come again.  And that is 

not fake news!  AMEN. 


