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Luke 24:1-8 

REPENT: TURN TO JESUS FOR RESURRECTION AND LIFE 

 

INI 

 Throughout our lives we have expectations.  In a sin-filled world they are often not that high.  We pray for the 

best, but often expect the worst.  We often deal with disappointments.  We’re hungry.  We stop at a restaurant and look 

for a good meal.  If the parking lot is packed, the food is probably good.  If it isn’t, we probably don’t expect that much.  

We drive through Chicago on our way to Wisconsin.  We expect the traffic to be bumper to bumper as we enter the city.  

Sometimes we have our expectations exceeded.  That meal was one of the best we ever ate.  We sail right through 

Chicago with no problems whatsoever. 

 What were you expecting this morning?  A bright sunny day?  Well, that was the forecast when I wrote this 

sermon.  A great meal after church?  Maybe you’ll get it.  What were you expecting in the service today?  A little music, 

some flowers, a pastor getting up to speak?  I suppose so.  There are no surprises here.  But the message truly might be 

surprising when we look at this broken down world.  It is something that exceeds all our expectations.  LET’S TURN TO 

JESUS FOR RESURRECTION AND LIFE! 

 St. Luke’s account of Easter starts with exactly what we might expect.  “On the first day of the week, very early 

in the morning, the women took the spices they had prepared and want to the tomb.”  There is nothing shocking here.  

It seems normal and unexceptional.  You have dear friends, a dreadful grave, and basic human dignity. 

 These women had been dear friends and supporters of Jesus.  We don’t know exactly who all of them were.  

Some may have been mothers of some of Jesus’ disciples.  They helped to support Jesus and his ministry with their 

money.  They stood by the foot of the cross when everyone else deserted Jesus.  They loved him and cared about him. 

 They were going to a dreadful grave.  There are a lot of cemeteries out there.  Some of them are well kept up, 

others aren’t.  But no matter how well mown the grass is, how beautiful the flowers, how nice the structure, it always is 

and remains a cemetery.  People don’t want to go there.  People cry there because they have lost loved ones to death.  

Jesus’ grave was a beautiful one for its time.  It was much nicer than most.  People who were crucified were often 

thrown into a common grave.  Jesus’ tomb was supplied by a wealthy man named Joseph from Arimathea.  But the 

beautiful tomb was still a tomb.  The lifeless body of Jesus was taken down form the cross on Friday afternoon and 

quickly buried because the Sabbath day was approaching.  Friday was a horrible day! 

 Normally the body would be washed and anointed with spices, but there was no time for that.  Basic human 

dignity suggests that Jesus deserved that.  The women were hoping that if they went to the tomb and asked the Roman 

soldiers nicely, they might be able to enter the tomb, wash Jesus’ body, sprinkle the body with spices, wrap his body 

with clean linen, place a burial cloth on his face and let him rest in peace.  They would then try to get on with their lives 

that would now be so empty without their Lord. 

 That is what we would all expect.  You have a dead man, a grave and a group of mourners wanting to say 

farewell.  We’ve seen it hundreds of times before.  If St. Luke ended his account here, we would not have any reason to 

be here.  Jesus simply would have been a good man who died a horrible death.  He would have been a good teacher 

who died before his time.  But we would have nothing. 



 But the women would find something that they didn’t expect.  “They found the stone rolled away from the 

tomb.”   They were there so early in the morning.  The sun was just coming up when they arrived.  Who would have 

come earlier than they did?  The stone was rolled away.  It would have taken a number of men to do so.  Who would 

have done it?  What happened to the Roman guards?  They were there to guard the tomb.  They sealed it off with ropes 

and put a seal on it.  The Sanhedrin wanted to make sure that none of Jesus’ disciples would come and steal the body 

and claim that Jesus was risen from the dead.   That wasn’t going to happen.  Roman soldiers were tough as nails.  They 

didn’t run away from their duties.  It meant death to do so.  What was going on here? 

 “When they entered, they did not find the body of the Lord Jesus.  While they were wondering about this, 

suddenly two men in clothes that gleamed like lightning stood beside them.  In their fright the women bowed down with 

their faces to the ground, but the men said to them, ‘Why do you look for the living among the dead?  He is not here; he 

has risen!  Remember how he told you, while he was still living in Galilee: “The Son of Man must be delivered over to the 

hands of sinners, be crucified and on the third day be raised again.’” 

 Nothing was what they expected!  Instead of linen grave cloths, they saw what seemed to be men dressed in 

dazzling light.  Instead of a cold cadaver, they saw angelic messengers.  Instead of the silence of a tomb and the stillness 

of death, they listened to a sermon.  It was short, sweet, and to the point!  This sermon has changed everything in the 

history of the world.  “He is not here; he has risen!”  Yes, this man who was beaten and battered, whipped and crucified, 

is not here in the grave.  He is risen from the dead! 

 That is the message of Easter.  Jesus has risen bodily from the dead.  We aren’t here to talk about how nice it is 

that spring has finally arrived and how pretty the flowers are.  We are talking about the physical resurrection of our Lord 

Jesus Christ.  Angels preached that message.  Even more than that, Jesus preached that message before he died.  

“Remember how he told you!”  Now there are many who refuse to believe what happened.  It doesn’t matter.  Easter is 

not speculation.  It is fact.  Jesus rose triumphantly from the dead on Easter Sunday. 

 But what if it isn’t true?  What if Jesus didn’t rise from the dead as so many claim?  Let’s say that the Roman 

guards were cowards, the women were delusional, and the angels were mythical.  Why not even say that St. Luke was 

just making things up.  What do we have then? 

 It’s not pretty.  You are left with your sin.  St. Paul puts it plainly: “If Christ has not been raised, your faith is 

futile; you are still in your sins.”  If Jesus merely died on Good Friday and that was the end of things, we would have a big 

problem.  He spoke those words, “It is finished!”  If he wasn’t speaking of our salvation, we would be finished.  We 

would have to still appear before a just and a holy God to give an account of our lives and it would not be pretty.  A dead 

Savior would be no Savior at all.  We would still have all our sins and we know that the wages of sin is death. 

 If Jesus is still dead and in some unknown grave in Palestine, then we would have nothing.  There would be no 

hope when we die.  Once again quoting St. Paul: “If the dead are not raised, then Christ has not been raised either.  Then 

those who have fallen asleep in Christ are lost.”  What would we have to say?  Sadly I have attended too many funerals 

that said nothing.  There was no comfort or hope.  A person may have loved golf or gardening, painting, music or visiting 

new places, but if Christ has not been raised, we have nothing.  Every Christian funeral proclaims the sure and precious 

promises of the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body and eternal life! 

 And if Jesus is still dead, we have no hope in this life either.  We live for seventy or eighty years, more or less, 

and that’s it.  “If Christ has not been raised, our preaching is useless, and so is your faith.”  If Jesus did not rise from the 

dead, we are wasting our time this morning.  We are not here to talk about the teaching of a dead man, no matter how 

great he was.  We are here to talk about the living Christ.  If he is not risen, we are wasting our time.  We might as well 

go home and play a game of Trivial Pursuit because that is what our lives would be without a living Christ! 



 But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead!  Without the resurrection, we have nothing!  With the 

resurrection, we have everything!  It’s as simple as that.  Jesus rose from the dead.  The one who was crucified was 

raised to life again.  These are the facts!  St. Luke was not a liar.  The women weren’t delusional.  The angels weren’t 

mythical.  God stakes his reputation on this truth.  Sin is forgiven.  Death is defeated.  Satan lies vanquished.  We have 

everything.  Easter is not what we may have expected, but it is everything that we needed. 

 What do we need?  We need the forgiveness of sins.  The ransom price was high, so high that it would take the 

atoning death of the very Son of God to pay for all the sins committed by all the people in this world.  We saw the love 

of Jesus in staying on the cross, drinking every last drop from the cup of God’s wrath upon sin.  It was paid in full.  Your 

sins are forgiven, every last one of them.  “He was delivered over to death for our sins and was raised to life for our 

justification.”  Easter is our assurance that God accepted the sacrifice of his only-begotten Son as payment in full for our 

sins. 

 What do we need?  We need help with death.  Death is a horrible, frightening thing.  Yet death has been 

defeated.  The game is over.  We are the victors.  The cemetery looks so final, but it is not!  Jesus tells us that death is 

only a sleep.  We will wake up to the glories of heaven, a place where there is no more sorrow, crying or pain, a place 

where we will be reunited with the loved ones who have gone before us, a place where we will spend eternity with our 

risen Lord. 

 What do we need?  We need hope in life.  We hear the sad stories on the news.  War, crime, terrorism, the 

economy, illnesses, broken relationships and many other things are there and they won’t go away as long as this world 

exists.  Does it get better than this?  Absolutely!  Our hope is not place in a dead man.  It is placed in the risen Christ who 

gives us his promise that we are never alone.  He is with us always, even to the very end of this age.   

 So what did you expect this morning?  Do you believe that Jesus really did rise from the dead?  If the forgiveness 

of sins and eternal life really don’t mean that much to you, then you really don’t have to come back and hear more.  

Then your Easter celebration can be chocolate bunnies, a nice dinner and a nap.  But if Jesus walked out of the tomb, 

physically, then you have every reason to come back again and again and learn more about your wonderful Savior.  We 

have the forgiveness of sins, removal of guilt, truth to remove doubt, joy to live life every day, the promise of eternal life 

in heaven and the assurance of our own resurrection on the last day.  That is the truth.  Jesus lives!   Alleluia!  AMEN. 


