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John 19:17-30 

REPENT: TURN TO JESUS; HE AND HE ALONE FINISHED YOUR SALVATION 

 

INI 

 It is great to finish things.  A young couple has been going together for a couple of years.  They look forward to 

the day that they get married.  They buy their first house.  They look forward to making the final mortgage payment.  

You look forward to graduating from high school, college and retirement.  I love Lent. It is my favorite time of the year, 

but I look forward to Easter Sunday and the last verse of the final hymn. 

 But sometimes we really aren’t finished.  There are many sports contests that have great comebacks.  Yogi Berra 

once said, “It’s never over until it’s over!”  You still have to get three outs in the ninth inning.  You may own your house, 

but you never stop making repairs and improvements.  You may graduate college, but you still have to find a job.  There 

is always the sermon for the Sunday after Easter. 

 “It is finished!”  Those are perhaps the most famous words that our Lord spoke from the cross.  Was he really 

finished?  What did he finish?  What had to happen for him to say that he was finished?  What do those words really 

mean?  On this Good Friday, let us take a closer look at those words of our Lord and TURN TO JESUS.  HE AND HE ALONE 

FINISHED OUR SALVATION. 

 That Friday was not a good day for Pontius Pilate, the Roman governor.  You could say that it was the worst day 

of his life and he would not argue with you.  It was very early in the morning when a mob of Jewish religious leaders had 

gathered at his palace.  They were angry.  They demanded that Pilate crucify one of their own people, a man from 

Nazareth named Jesus.  They had found him guilty of something the night before.  They claimed that he was guilty of 

treason and trying to overthrow the Roman government. Pilate knew that was not true.  He would have known that.  He 

knew that there was something else.  He knew that the leaders just hated Jesus with a passion that he could not 

understand.   

 Pilate would examine this man and find him innocent.  He would try to set Jesus free, yet he kept doing and 

saying the wrong thing.  He thought that if he gave the people the choice between letting Jesus go or letting a notorious 

murderer named Barabbas go free, it would be an easy pick.  He was wrong.  He thought that if he gave Jesus the 

beating of his life, the people’s bloodlust would be satisfied.  He was wrong.  He thought that if he tried to pass the 

problem off to Herod, the situation would be out of his hands.  He was wrong.  He quickly learned that there was noting 

that he could do to change the minds of the religious leaders and the mob that had gathered, having been stirred up.  It 

was a matter of Jesus’ life or his own political career.  He was wrong. 

 With a bowl of water Pilate thought that he could wash this innocent blood off his hands. He was wrong.  He put 

a sign up on the cross, proclaiming the reason for the crucifixion.  It was his way of mocking the Jewish leaders.  The 

leaders didn’t want the sign to say “The King of the Jews,” but rather that Jesus claimed to be the king of the Jews.  

Pilate would not give in this time.  Pilate was finished, finished with Jesus, finished with the Sanhedrin, finished with the 

mob, and finished with this whole frustrating debacle. 

 By all appearances it looked like Jesus was finished as well.  He was nailed to a cross and hung out to die.  His 

end was coming.  The Romans would see to that.  But Jesus was not finished.  Not yet.  Jesus was not yet finished 

fulfilling the law with a perfect love.  He looked down from the cross at those who had beaten and mocked him and 



prayed that his Father would forgive them because they did not know what they were doing.  He would look to the 

penitent criminal next to him and assure him that he would be with Jesus in paradise this very day.  And then he would 

look down at his mother Mary and assure her of his love and concern. 

 Sometimes we forget that Jesus had a real family, a mother named Mary, a stepfather named Joseph, and 

brothers.  What would it have been like to have Jesus as your brother?  What would it have been like to have Jesus as 

your Son?  We can’t imagine what it was like for Mary to have God in your womb for nine months.  She was indeed 

“highly favored.” 

 But this blessing would certainly cause her heartache.  Thirty three years earlier Simeon had prophesied: “This 

child is destined to cause the falling and rising of many in Israel…And a sword will pierce you own soul too.”  What must 

it have been like for Mary to be there at the foot of the cross, seeing her perfect Son bleeding and suffering?  What must 

it have been like for Mary to hear the hateful taunts and insults of her fellow people?  What must it have been like for 

Mary to stand there helpless as a mother, not being able to lift a finger to help her Son?   

 Jesus knew the pain that his mother was feeling.  He would take care of his mother’s future needs.  “Near the 

cross stood his mother, his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene.  When Jesus say his mother 

there, and the disciple whom he loved standing nearby, he said to her, ‘Woman, here is your son,’ and to the disciple, 

‘Here is your mother.’  From that time on, this disciple took her into his own home.” 

 Jesus provided for his mother’s physical and emotional well-being.  But he would provide the world with far 

more.  With nails in his hands and his end in sight, he continued to show perfect love and in so doing, perfectly fulfilled 

the Law of his heavenly Father.  He was indeed the Lamb of God, a lamb without blemish or defect, a perfect sacrifice for 

the sin of the world. 

 But Jesus was still not finished.  The Scriptures had to be fulfilled.  Throughout the Old Testament there were 

many prophecies about the coming Messiah.  Were they true or not?  The first fulfillment of Scripture was done to Jesus 

by the soldiers.  They were working.  They were assigned crucifixion duty.  I don’t think that many of them looked 

forward to such a task.  But orders are orders and maybe you can make a little profit out of it.  Jesus was going to die.  

He would have no need of his clothing any more.  He wasn’t going to wear it anywhere.  Why not give it away?  More 

than one person wants those clothes?  Why not gamble for them, winner take all? 

 The soldiers really didn’t think too much about their actions, but God did.  A thousand years before, King David 

wrote the words of Psalm 22.  We sang part of them a few minutes ago.  It mentioned the soldiers casting lots for the 

garments of the Messiah.  Please take the time to read the entire Psalm.  You will see many things that our Lord fulfilled 

on Good Friday.  Coincidence?  I think not!  This is exactly what God had prophesied to assure us that Jesus was indeed 

the long-promised Savior. 

 The first fulfillment of Scripture was done to Jesus.  The next would be done by Jesus.  “Later, knowing that 

everything had now been finished, and so that Scripture would be fulfilled, Jesus said, ‘I am thirsty.’  A jar of wine 

vinegar was there, so they soaked a sponge in it, put the sponge on a stalk of the hyssop plant, and lifted it to Jesus’ 

lips.” 

 Jesus thirst was the result of his crucifixion.  He had refused water because that was part of his suffering.  For 

three hours he suffered the pains of hell itself, being forsaken by his heavenly Father, paying or every single sin ever 

committed by sinful man.  He had your sins and mine taken into his own body.  There was more to do and more to say.  

His suffering was now just about over.  He was given vinegar to drink, fulfilling once again Psalm 69. 



 Every Scripture had to be fulfilled.  Jesus’ life and death would fulfill over 200 prophecies.  There would be no 

doubt that Jesus was the one sent by his Father to accomplish our salvation.  He was not finished until he had fulfilled 

every letter of the law of love.  He was not finished until he had fulfilled every prophecy of Scripture. 

 And then?  “When he had received the drink, Jesus said, ‘It is finished!’  With that he bowed his head and gave 

up his spirit.”  Jesus’ word “it is finished” is the final word on your forgiveness.  In the Greek language it is only a single 

word: TETELESTHAI.  “It is finished!”  That is the same word that Greek shopkeepers would write on the bottom of bills 

when the bill had been paid in full. 

 Do you realize what this means?  Your debt of sin is done.  You think of all the things that you have thought, said 

and done throughout your lifetime.  You think of the greed, lust, envy, jealousy, anger and hatred.  You think of how you 

always put yourself first, no matter what it did to others.  You think of the harmful words that came out of your mouth, 

words that made others cry in pain.  You think of things that you cannot undo because the person you hurt is dead or 

gone.  That debt of sin has been paid in full!  There is no continued payment plan.  It is finished, paid, paid in full.  The 

word of the sinless Son of God confirms that. 

 Jesus and Jesus alone finished our salvation.  There is nothing that we can add to it.  When your last mortgage 

payment has been made, you don’t continue to pay it. When your last car payment has been made, you don’t continue 

to pay it.  When your debt of sin has been paid off, you don’t continue to pay it.  That is our assurance.  There is nothing 

that we can do to get right with God, but Jesus took care of it all with his suffering and death. 

 Judas trusted in money instead of Jesus.  This proved to be the ultimate dead end.  Peter trusted in his personal 

feelings of dedication to Jesus.  He ended up denying Jesus three times.  Pilate trusted in worldly power.  Tradition holds 

that he committed suicide while in exile.  The religious leaders trusted in their traditions and human works.  In so doing 

they rejected the Messiah God had sent.  Even Mary could do nothing to help Jesus at the foot of the cross.  She could 

not help her Son do the saving. 

 We may try to come up with all kinds of things to try to take the place of Jesus.  Feeling bad and trying to do 

better won’t do it.  It has already been done.  Jesus took care of it all, all by himself.  He and he alone finished your 

salvation.  Your sins are forgiven.  Salvation is yours through Christ and through Christ alone!  It is finished!  AMEN. 


